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Happy hour everyday • 2 to 6pm • High baits $3 

SllShi 4226 Gateway Blvd Open 7 Days a Week 

Breakfast-Lunch-Dinner Mon-Thu 6am-10pm • Fri & Sat 6am-2am • Sun 7am-10pm 

LIVE DJ EVERY FRIDAY AND SATURDAY TRY OUR BREAKFAST COMPLIMENTARY DRINK. 
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WINNER OF 4 WINE ALIGN AWARDS 2015 

NOW AVAILABLE IN ALBERTA 


www.kismetestatewinery.com 


info@amariyagroup.com 
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Ghada Bachour 


She's now at U of A 
—thanks to a 
scholar rescue 

fund metroNEWS 


was in Syria when 
war broke out. 


REFUGE FOUND 


Troubled firm 
seeks solution 


WASTE MANAGEMENT 

Greys employees 
feeling trapped in 
dispute between 
city, company 

Ryan 

Tumilty 

^ * ^Metro I Edmonton _ 

A former employee of troubled firm 
Greys Paper Recycling told Metro 
he feels trapped in a battle between 
the company and the city, and just 
wants his job back. 

In October, Greys missed a rent 
payment for its facility at the Ed¬ 
monton Waste Management Centre 
by a deadline the city set. The city 
wanted the payment to be made 
with money from paper sales, but 
Greys was only able make the pay¬ 
ment with new investor money. 

Gary Abada, the company’s for¬ 
mer warehouse super¬ 
visor, said he left the 
company in mid-Nov- 
ember, along with many 
other staff, because Greys 
was no longer paying his 
wages and there were 
simply too few staff to 
get the work done. 

He said employees 
didn’t know a lot about 
what was happening with 
the company through the summer, 
but work continued on changing 
the facility to improve its paper 
product’s quality. 

When the city’s deadline came in 
October, he said they were shocked 


to find the city at the door. 

“We were coming into work one 
day, and the city was there and the 
locks were being changed,” he said. 

He added a day later employees 
were allowed back to work after 
the company’s lawyers and the 
city’s lawyers talked. 

The Greys recycling process uses 
100 per cent post-consumer ma¬ 
terial to make new paper. The city 
initially heralded the company as 
an environmental leader. The city 
put $9.4 million into the company 
to help build the facility, but was 
not formally an investor and ex¬ 
pected to be paid back through 
rent payments. 

Abada said he believed Greys 
could have gotten its idea work¬ 
ing — with more time. 

He said the company was bring¬ 
ing in new machines to improve 
the quality of their paper to attract 
more clients. 

“We just needed another four 
more months to buy the equipment 
and get it going,” he said. 

“I loved the whole con¬ 
cept and I worked there 
for less pay than at other 
companies, because I 
loved the whole idea.” 

In late October, Greys 
sought creditor protec¬ 
tion. 

City spokesperson John 
Pater said at the time the 
city is waiting to see how 
that process plays out, while also 
talking with the company through 
legal counsel. 

Today, Abada said he wants the 
battle between the company and 
city to be resolved. 



Amount the city 
has put into 
building the 
Greys Paper 
Recycling 
facility. 
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Remote start 
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33QS Silverado 1500 4x4 
CrewCab 


from December 4 - January 4 
Win 1 of 30 Vehicles 

Valued up to $35,000 
OR 

Win up to $10,000 Cash Credits 
Towards the Purchase or Lease 

of any 2015 or 2016 Chevrolet 




msrp *49190 

price * 41,200 
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LAKEWOOD 


CHEYIBJUT 


CHEVROLET 


GOOD PEOPLE +> GREAT SERVICE 


#1 Rated Dealership in Alberta Check out our Dealer Reviews 

91SO-34 Avenue 

www.lakewoodchev.com 
780-462-5959 5f, c 

Weekdays 8:30-9:00 JgL-» 

Friday 8:30-6:00 Saturday 8:30-5:30 

All dealer rebates, discounts, factory incentives, prices and interest rates are subject to change or end without 
% ^ notice as new incentive programs are announced. Prices and payments exclude GST. Example vehicle at 3.9% 

P 2015 Silverado 1500 Stk#1509830 price $36,200 financed over 96 months $102 weekly (COB $6,259). Vehicles may 

* ™ not be exactly as shown. Vehicle offers expire January 4, 2016. 
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Your essential daily news Boxing legend Muhammad Ali comes out swinging against Donald Trump's comments. World 
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While the NDP has seen a precipitous drop in the Edmonton area, in the city of Edmonton the it's still a three-way race in Calgary, though the NDP's slight decline could have had a big 

drop isn't as dramatic, and the party still enjoys a healthy lead, thinkhq impact on riding outcomes, says political science professor, Duane Bratt. thinkhq 


Economy batters NDP popularity 


, ) Darren 

Krause 

Metro | Calgary 

New poll numbers show support 
for Alberta’s governing NDP is 
in a post-election tailspin, with 
the party losing ground to both 
Wildrose and the Progressive 
Conservatives — but the econ¬ 
omy rather than recent policy 
could be to blame, experts say 
According to a ThinkHQ sur¬ 
vey of1,230 Albertans, province¬ 
wide support among decided 
voters showed the Wildrose 
Party out front with 33 per cent, 


the NDP at 29 per cent and PC Al¬ 
berta with 25 per cent. In fourth 
is the Alberta Liberal Party with 
eight per cent. 

ThinkHQ, president Marc 
Heniy said the NDP retreat from 
an election high of 41 per cent 
mimics the wave of support 
that took them to a majority 
government. 

“That waves receding and it’s 
almost receding in the same 
fashion it went out,” said Hemy, 
noting that although the re¬ 
cent legislative session has been 
rocky, with controversial Bill 
6 and the climate change pro¬ 
posal, the economy is likely a 


bigger factor in the downward 
pressure on popularity. 

“People in Alberta are anx¬ 
ious about the economy. It’s 
not as though people blame 
the government for the straits 
that we’re in ... it’s not their 
fault that oil’s at $37 per bar¬ 
rel,” Hemy said. 

Poll numbers also show a 
steep drop in the Edmonton 
CMA, which includes the bed¬ 
room cities around Edmonton, 
from a high of 59 per cent in 
May to 37 per cent today. Still, 
the NDP lead Wildrose by 13 per 
cent, with the latter registering 
support around 24 per cent. 


“The erosion of their (NDP) 
support in Edmonton has been 
drastic, but they had such a huge 
lead, so they still own Edmon¬ 
ton.” 

In Calgary, it’s a three-way 
dogfight, as it was leading up 
to the election. 

NDP support has slipped to 29 
per cent from an election high 
of 36 per cent, while Wildrose 
support rose slightly from 29 to 
30 per cent. The PCs, meanwhile, 
rose from 24 per cent at election 
time to 26 per cent today. 

Mount Royal political science 
professor Duane Bratt agreed the 
economy plays a large role in 


the poll numbers, but said the 
Calgary results show some of 
the city’s seats would be in play 
for the Wildrose and PC parties. 

“Those races were so tight,” 
Bratt said. 

“What this shows me is the 
(next) election will be won or 
lost in Calgaiy.” 



Q THE NUMBERS 

The ThinkHQ online sur¬ 
vey uses a representative 
but non-random sample, 
so margin of error isn't ap¬ 
plicable. However, a prob¬ 
ability sample of this size 
(1,230) yields a margin of 
error of +/- 2.8 per cent 19 
times out of 20. thinkhq 


Percentage drop 
in support Premier 
Rachel Notley's party 
has seen since May. 
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Get an INFRARED THERMAL CAMERA SCAN 

for your home by a Natural Resources Canada Trained Energy Advisor 
PLUS tips on how to save energy and prevent heat loss 


(Reg. 

$ 299.00) 


Value of scan may also be used toward the cost of 

an attic insulation upgrade or 
new home attic installation. 


ABSOLUTE ATTIC 
INSULATION 

MEMBER OFA.L.C. GROUP 


780 - 722-8176 


Stay Warm , Be 
Cool, Save Money. 
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After violence at the University of Aleppo, pharmaceutical researcher Ghada Bachour finds refuge at the University of Alberta. 

KEVIN TUONG/FOR METRO 
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This is helping a colleague 
in need, and that is what 
colleagues do. 

Britta Baron 


Alex 

Boyd 

For Metro | Edmonton 

Ghada Bachour was sitting in 
the front row of the bus when 
it was stopped by a group of 
men with guns. 

She was headed to the Uni¬ 
versity of Aleppo, where she 
worked as a pharmaceutical 
sciences researcher, when 
men wearing black headbands 
boarded the bus and demanded 
everyone’s identity cards. 

They soon returned all the 
cards, except hers. 

“They asked me to get off 
the bus and told me that, next 
time, I should sit in the last 
seat and wear a hijab,” Bachour 
says, via email. 

They also told her they’d 
come back and hurt her. 

Today, Bachour tells the 
story from her new office at the 
University of Alberta, a world 
away from the men on the bus 
and the university where she 
taught for over 20 years. 

She arrived in Edmonton 
in September thanks to help 
from the Scholar Rescue Fund, 
a program run by the U.S.-based 
Institute for International Edu¬ 
cation. 

The University of Alberta 
agreed to jointly fund the pro¬ 
gram in 2013, and Bachour is 
the second academic to come 
to Edmonton through that 
funding. 

Last year, Abdul Ghafoor Al- 
Shehabi, a researcher in aero¬ 
space engineering arrived in 
Edmonton from Aleppo. 

Both are able to stay for a 
one-year term, with the option 
to renew for a second. 

In recent years Aleppo, Syr¬ 
ia’s largest city, has become 


an increasingly violent fron¬ 
tier in the country’s civil war. 
Bachour was on campus for the 
first day of exams in January 
2013, when explosions next to 
the school’s residences killed 
at least 82 people. 

The University of Alberta 
helped both with immigration 
paperwork and finding a place 
to live. While their immigra¬ 
tion status doesn’t allow them 


to work as full professors, both 
are collaborating on research 
with local academics. 

“It wasn’t hard to adapt to 
the university at all thanks the 
help of the university — espe¬ 


cially the dean of the faculty 
and the head of the depart¬ 
ment,” Bachour says. “They’ve 
created the best working con¬ 
ditions for me.” 

Britta Baron, vice-provost 


and associate vice-president 
(international), hopes the U of 
A will serve as an example to 
other Canadian universities. 
“There’s a collegial responsibil¬ 
ity to reach out to colleagues 
that are in such precarious 
situations, as these people are,” 
she says. 

“This is helping a colleague 
in need, and that is what col¬ 
leagues do.” 



Out of war, into a classroom 

REFUGEE CRISIS 

Researcher 
now has 
position at 
university 


SAFETY 

Province 

{ lasses 
arm bill 

One of the most turbulent 
Alberta legislature sittings in 
recent memory wrapped up 
Thursday with the passage of 
a contentious farm-safety bill. 

The NDP government passed 
the bill in third reading by 
using its legislative preroga¬ 
tive to cut off debate. 

House leader Brian Mason 
said there had been 20 hours 
of debate at the second read¬ 
ing alone and he suggested 
the opposition was just try¬ 
ing to stall. 

Mason said the crux of the 
bill was to provide to farm 
workers basic rights that work¬ 
ers in other industries have. 

“People have been dying on 
farms. People are injured on 
farms,” Mason told the house. 

“Those lives are worthwhile. 
Those lives are valuable. 

“Those families who’ve lost 
loved ones or whose bread¬ 
winners can no longer earn a 
living, they deserve support.” 

Opposition parties fought 
hard against the Enhanced 
Protection for Farm and Ranch 
Workers Act. They said it need¬ 
ed more consultation with 
those affected. 

Farmers have held numer¬ 
ous protest rallies and con¬ 
voys. 

They say they weren’t con¬ 
sulted enough and bureau¬ 
cratic red tape will strangle 
the culture and profitability 
of family farms. 

It has been, at times, an 
ugly, vicious debate, with cab¬ 
inet ministers being heckled, 
berated, and sworn at during 
consultation meetings with 
farmers. 

Energy Minister Marg Mc- 
Cuaig-Boyd, who is from a 
farm family, broke down in 
tears in the house recounting 
some of the hate and vitriol 
she has endured. 
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Edmonton's finest rental suites ulKe! 
Come see what makes us exceptional 


Elizabeth Gardens Apartments Secord House 




5403-5407 162 Avenue NW 

(587) 760-0358 

Hollick Kenyon Apartments 

16455 50th Street 

(587) 760-0357 

Sunset Valley Apartments 

6120 & 6124 Stanton Drive 

(587) 760-0354 


10515 99th Ave NW 

(587) 760-0355 

Wellington Court Apartments 

470 MacEwan Road SW 

(587) 760-0356 

Tennyson Apartments 

17103 94A Avenue NW 

(587) 760-0353 


Park Square 

10001 Bellamy Hill 

(587) 760-0350 

Blue Quill Apartments 

11615 28th Avenue NW 

(587) 760-0352 

MacDonald Estates 

9925 Jasper Avenue NW 

(587) 760-0351 
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# N 5003 


$ 88,500 + 


GST 


2015 Audi A8 LWB 4.0T 
Quattro 8SP Tiptronic 


#N5006 

$ 51,400 + GST 

2015 Audi Q7 3.0T Progressiv 
Quattro 8SP Tiptronic 


Canada. Land of quattro®. 


Audi 

Vorsprung durch Technik 


#N5080 


$ 53,850 


+ GST 


$ 35,725 


+ GST 


$ 35,700 


+ GST 


$ 49,765 


+ GST 


2015 Audi Q5 Hybrid 2.0T 
Quattro 8SP Tiptronic 



$ 52,115 + GST 


2015 Audi S5 3.0T Progressiv 
Quattro 7SP S Tronic Coupe 



#N5151 


2015 Audi Q3 2.0TTechnik 
FWD 6SP Tiptronic 



#N5109 

$ 66,415 + GST 

2015 Audi S5 3.OT Technik 
Quattro 7SP S Tronic Cabriolet 



2015 Audi A4 2.0T Komfort 
Quattro 8SP Tiptronic 



#N5125 


$ 55,788 + GST 


2015 Audi S5 3.OT Technik 
Quattro 7SP S Tronic Coupe 



#N5163 


2015 Audi S5 3.0T Progressiv 
Quattro 7SP Coupe 



2015 Audi Q7 3.OT Vorsprung 
Ed. Quattro 8SP Tiptronic 



#N5170 


$ 54,888 + GST 


$ 55,600 + GST 


$ 57,200 + GST 


$ 41,788 + GST 


2015 Audi Q7 3.0T Progressiv 
Quattro 8SP Tiptronic 


2015 Audi Q7 3.OT Vorsprung Ed. 2015 Audi Q7 3.OT Vorsprung Ed. 2015 Audi A4 2.OT Technik 
Quattro 8SP Tiptronic Quattro 8SP Tiptronic (Demo) Plus Quattro 8SP Tiptronic 


» visit AudiEdmontonNorth.com or email sales@audiedmontonnorth.com for more details. 




Audi 

Edmonton North 


Now Open 


18855 Stony Plain Road NW, Edmonton, AB T *UimPattison 
(587) 772 AUDI (2834) ==3U|ogrOUp 

Dealer #4991570. Vehicles may not be exactly as illustrated. Prices are cash prices, net of programs, and finance 

rates as low as 4.99% OAC are available. Example #N5068 2015 Audi A4 Komfort Quattro $270 bi-weekly for 84 AMVIC 

months @4.99% OAC with $0 down COB is $4,960.00. Prices are plus GST. See dealer for details. 
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ECONOMY 


Bankruptcies surge in summer months 


C 


Ryan 

Tumilty 

Metro | Edmonton 


Bankruptcy and creditor pro¬ 
tection filings in Alberta have 
jumped by 25 per cent over 
the same time frame last year, 
according to new numbers re¬ 
leased by a national agency. 

The numbers, released by the 
Office of the Superintendent 
of Bankruptcy Canada for July, 
August and September show 


2,477 people either declared 
bankruptcy or sought creditor 
protection in the province. 

While that number is only 
slightly increased from the first 
three months of this year, it’s 
much higher than the 1,969 
people who declared bankruptcy 
during the same three months 
in 2014. 

Gaiy Howitt, with Edmonton 
bankruptcy firm Exelby and 
Partners, said he is definitely 
seeing more people in his office. 

“Our business has gone up 


for sure, and I am sure all the 
trustees are (busier),” he said. 

Howitt said it’s not hard to 
understand why so many people 
are running into trouble, with 
the energy industry in dire 
straits due to the low price of oil. 

“I am seeing in towns like Fort 
Mac, they’re laying off a thou¬ 
sand people at a time,” he said. 

Many of those layoffs hap¬ 
pened earlier in the year and 
Howitt said he’s concerned 
about what’s next for the econ¬ 
omy, because many of those 


workers may be running out 
of time. 

“Some of the people get sev¬ 
erance packages and things like 
that and I have a hunch we are 
in for a busier time when those 
severance packages start to run 
out,” he said. 

Howitt has been working 
as a trustee for more than 20 
years and said at least this 
time there are other major 
construction projects under¬ 
way, “so at least people have 
an alternative.” 




With our Unlimited Holiday Plan 
you get Unlimited Data, Talk and 
Global Text plus up to $15 extra 
every month to use however 
you want. For instance, use it to 
call family and friends overseas, 
to cover your roaming while you 
travel or for any of our monthly 
add-ons. It’s the plan that keeps 
on giving, all year round. 


Offer ends soon 


Offer is valid as of November 16, 2015 and is subject to change or cancellation without notice. All unlimited plan features are from anywhere on our network, otherwise long distance and roaming rates 
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Edmonton housing bucked trends in 2015 in Alberta, but 
experts say that will change in 2016. kevin tuong/for metro 


Price drop 
forecast 


REAL ESTATE 

Edmonton 
can’t escape 
economic 
factors 

Tim 

Querengesser 

Metro | Edmonton 


Both the price of a house and a 
square foot of office space will 
fall in 2016 in Edmonton, ex¬ 
perts say, as the city begins to 
be dragged down by the forces 
that have weakened prices else¬ 
where in Alberta. 

“Edmonton has bucked the 
trend, positively, compared 
to Calgary,” said Elton Ash of 
Remax Western Canada, after 
the release of the company’s 
annual residential house price 
report Thursday. 

Ash said Edmonton’s house 
prices increased by 2.5 per cent 
in 2015, an anomaly compared 
with other Albertan cities. 

The cause, he said, is Edmon¬ 
ton’s booming construction 
industry, which is acting as 
a buffer for the job losses the 
city has experienced in the oil 


and gas sector. 

“But, if we look at 2016, it 
isn’t quite as rosy. We’re going 
to see a price reduction of 3.5 
per cent.” 

The part of Edmonton’s 
boom that has protected resi¬ 
dential housing prices — of¬ 
fice construction — is about to 
soften other real estate prices, 
experts say. 

David Young, a managing dir¬ 
ector with CBRE, a commercial 
real estate firm, said about 1.8 
million square feet of new of¬ 
fice space will hit the market 
over the next two years. 

Young said Edmonton’s office 
space supply is small compared 
to most cities, with about 15 
million square feet current¬ 
ly available. But he says the 
market only “absorbs” about 
110,000 square feet of new 
space a year. 

“Economics 101 says the [of¬ 
fice space] market will be soft¬ 
er,” Young said. 

Still, “We needed the new 
buildings,” Young said. “We 
did not have any significant 
construction for 20-plus years. 
But it’s going to leave a signifi¬ 
cant amount of ‘backspace’ in 
the towers where these tenants 
are vacating.” 
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Transportation Minister Brian Mason and distracted driving advocate Renaye Wade (right) atari 
announcement of new demerits Thursday, ryan tumilty/metro 


Distracted driving 
rules announced 


ROAD SAFETY 

Minister hints 
at excessive 
speeding 
penalties 



Ryan 

Tumilty 

Metro | Edmonton 


Transportation minister Brian 
Mason announced new penal¬ 
ties for distracted driving Thurs¬ 
day and added the government 
soon plans to look ways to crack 
down on excessive speeders 
as well. 

At a press conference Thurs¬ 
day, announcing the addition 


of three demerit points to the 
current $287 fine for distracted 
driving, Mason said the govern¬ 
ment is also looking at what to 
do about drivers caught trav¬ 
eling well beyond the speed 
limit. 

“We’ve seen a couple of cases 
of veiy high-speed vehicle oper¬ 
ating in school zones, so it is 
clear to me we need to provide 
the appropriate response,” he 
said. 

In addition to lobbying for 
the distracted driving chan¬ 
ges, Edmonton Police Chief 
Rod Knecht has pushed for 
police to be given the ability 
to seize vehicles if they catch 
drivers traveling in excess of 50 
km/h over the posted speed 
limit. 

Mason said he has met with 



We've seen a couple of cases 
of very high-speed vehicle 
operating in school zones, so it 
is clear to me we need to provide 
the appropriate response. 


Brian Mason 


the chief on the issue and heard 
his argument. 

“We will wait and see ... but 
I certainly think the chief has 
made a compelling case,” he 
said. 

He also said he isn’t clear 
what the government will do 
yet, but confirmed it’s a priority. 

“There was no room left on 
the legislative agenda of the 
fall session, so we are looking 
to have decisions to be able 
to consider legislation in the 
spring,” he said. 

Distracted driving advocates 
welcomed Mason’s decision 
Thursday, including Reyane 
Wade who was in a coma for 
34 days and left with a serious 
brain injury after a collision 
in 2013. 

She said drivers need to pay 
attention to the road and think 
about the danger of not paying 
attention. 

“This is something that me 
and my family will deal with 
for the rest of my life. This was 
not an accident. This was a car 
crash. This was preventable. It 
is a choice not to pay attention.” 



tPork 




Edmonton's new 
EPork system means 
you can pay for 
parking with coins, 
credit card, or by 
cell phone. 


To find out more visit 
Edmonton.ca/EPark 

tpmonTon 


RIDE SHARING 

Uber stands behind 
insurance coverage 


Despite repeated concerns about 
its insurance coverage, Uber said 
this week it has a company policy 
that’s been tested multiple times 
throughout Edmonton. 

The company’s Alberta general 
manager, Ramit Kar, said the 
company has a contingent policy 
with AIG Insurance to cover its 
drivers — if the driver’s own 
policy will not cover a claim in 
the event of an accident while 
driving for Uber. 

“We do over a million rides a 
month in Canada, and in eveiy 
single instance it has worked 
the way it is supposed to,” Kar 
said. “Our insurance has worked 
the way it was intended to eveiy 
single time.” 

The Insurance Bureau of Can¬ 
ada and several taxi advocates 
have questioned whether Uber 
drivers are covered if they are 
working for the company. 

Kar explained that when in¬ 


cidents happen, the first line of 
insurance is the driver’s policy, 
but the company’s is there as a 
backup. “It would go through 
the driver’s policy first and then 
it goes through ours.” 

Still, despite offering new de¬ 
tails about Uber’s insurance ar¬ 
rangements, Kar would not re¬ 
lease details on the number of 
incidents in Edmonton or Can¬ 
ada. He said the company is also 
optimistic about a city bylaw, 
set to return to council in the 
new year. 

Councillors passed second 
reading of the bylaw in Novem¬ 
ber, but asked for more work 
from city staff before giving the 
bylaw third and final reading. 

Kar said the fees for Uber driv¬ 
ers the city proposed would have 
been far too high to make the 
service economical, but he’s opti¬ 
mistic that will change. 

RYAN TUMILTY/METRO 



One of the main issues many have with Uber is with its insur¬ 
ance coverage, metro file 


© HEALTH 

Germs aren't joyful: AHS 

The Christmas season is an 
"optimal time" for germs to 
be spread, says Dr. Joanna 
Oda, a medical health offi¬ 
cer in Edmonton. 

As the holiday approach¬ 
es, Dr. Oda and other Alber¬ 
tan health officials are wor¬ 
ried too few people have 
rolled up their sleeves for a 
free flu shot. 

Dr. Gerry Predy, senior 
medical officer of health, 
says so far this season more 
than 950,000 doses of flu 
vaccine have been admin¬ 
istered. He says that's a 
good start, but thousands 
of people remain without 
protection. 

As of last Saturday, the 
province has reported 66 
cases of influenza, includ¬ 
ing 19 people who had to 
be hospitalized. The Alberta 
government hopes 40 per 
cent of people eligible for 
the shot will get immunized. 
Last year, 101 people died in 
the province of flu-related 
causes. 

"We're encouraging 
people to spread 'joy not 
germs'," says Dr. Oda. "It's 
important for people to get 
immunized and protect 
themselves and their fam¬ 
ilies against influenza." 

TRINA MOYLES/FOR METRO - WITH 
FILES FROM THE CANADIAN PRESS 





















SATURDAY, DECEMBER 12 & SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13 



FRAGRANCE SAMPLER AND CERTIFICATE LADY GAGA EAU DE GAGA GIFT SET, QUO 

FOR HIM or HER BCBGMAXAZRIA EAU DE PARFUM or COSMETIC KIT 

AZZARO SILVER BLACK POUR HOMME Selected Types 

EAU DE TOILETTE (lOOmL) 

While quantities last. No rainchecks 


REVERSA 

SKIN CARE PRODUCTS 
Selected Types & Sizes 


AXE 3-PIECE or SECRET & OLAY GIFT SET 

Selected Types 

While quantities last. No rainchecks 


SCHICK 

HYDRO SILK or HYDRO 5 GROOMER GIFT SET 
While quantities last. No rainchecks 


GILLETTE MACH3 or 
NIVEAFORMEN GIFT SET 
While quantities last. No rainchecks 








SILK’N 

ORAL-B 

LINDT TEDDY (lOOg), 

NESTLE 

FLASH & GO HAIR REMOVAL DEVICE 

POWER TOOTHBRUSH or 

DELECTO (255g - 307g) or 

TURTLES CHOCOLATE 267g - 400g 


REPLACEMENT BRUSH HEADS (3’s - 5’s) 

LINDT LINDOR BAGS (150g) CHOCOLATE 

Selected Types 


Selected Types 

Selected Types 



PC FERRERO 

CHOCOLATE COVERED BUTTER TOFFEE (300g), COLLECTION (156g), ROCHER (200g) or 
MACADAM IA NUT (325g) or PECAN CARAMEL GOLDEN GALLERY (129g) CHOCOLATE 

CLUSTER (400g) 


POT OF GOLD 

BOXED CHOCOLATES 200g - 283g 
Selected Types 



Prices and Shoppers Optimum Bonus Points® in effect from Saturday, December 12 until Friday, December 18,2015 while quantities last. We reserve the right to limit quantities. *Our Regular Price. tOffer valid on the purchase total of eligible products using a valid Shoppers Optimum Card® after discounts and redemptions 
and before taxes Saturday, December 12 & Sunday, December 13,2015 only. Maximum 18,500 points per offer regardless of total dollar value of transaction. Excludes prescription purchases, products that contain codeine, non-pointable items, tobacco products (where applicable), lottery tickets, stamps, transit tickets and passes, 
event tickets, gift cards, prepaid card products and Shoppers Home Healthcare® locations. Offer applies to photofinishing services that are picked up and paid for on the days of the offer only. Not to be used in conjunction with any other points promotions or offers. See cashier for details. Shoppers Optimum Points® and Shoppers 
Optimum Bonus Points® have no cash value but are redeemable under the Shoppers Optimum and Shoppers Optimum Plus programs for discounts on purchases at Shoppers Drug Mart. The savings value of the points set out in this offer is calculated based on the Shoppers Optimum Program® rewards schedule in effect at time 
of this offer and is strictly for use of this limited time promotion. The savings value obtained by redeeming Shoppers Optimum Points will vary depending on the Shoppers Optimum Program reward schedule at time of redemption and other factors, details of which may be found at shoppersdrugmart.ca. ® 911979 Alberta Ltd. 
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SOUTHGATE VW 


SIGN & DRIVE 

- SPECIAL LEASE OFFER - 

$0 $0 $0 $0 

DOWN SECURITY FIRST SECOND 

DEPOSIT PAYMENT* PAYMENT* 

ON SELECT 2016 MODELS 





2016TIGUAN 

2.0 TSI Trendline FWD 



2016 GOLF 

1.8 TSI 3-Door Trendline manual transmission 


INCREDIBLE DEALS ON REMAINING 2015 MODELS. 


ENJOY FINANCING FROM 

0% f ° r 8 A 


MONTHS" 

ON SELECT 
2015 MODELS 


ORGETUPTO 

$ 7,000 


CASH DISCOUNT+ 

ON OTHER SELECT 
2015 MODELS 


WHILE SUPPLIES LAST. OFFERS END JANUARY 4. 


Southgate Volkswagen ^ 

Driving satisfaction. 


1223- 101 Street SW f* 
780,438.8888 SouthgateVW.ca 41=- 



What started as an ember of an idea has grown tremendously over the years, creative director Carmen Salerno said, shaw 


Famous fire log is 
still burning bright 


POP CULTURE 

The identity of 
the fire-starter 
still top secret 
after 30 years 



Andrea 

Ross 

Metro | Edmonton 


A few things have changed since 
a mysterious, flannel-sleeved 
arm first stoked the embers of 
the Shaw fire log almost three 
decades ago. 

High-definition production has 
made the flames a little brighter 
and the crackle of the burning 
wood a touch crisper. The log is 
now on social media, with more 
than 12,000 followers on Twit¬ 
ter. Around 9,000 people have 
downloaded a smartphone app 
to watch its flames on the go. 


But the identity of the man 
with the flannel shirt — the 
same man whose arm viewers 
have watched tend the fire for 
30 years — remains a mysteiy. 

“We can’t say, that’s a closely 
guarded secret,” Shaw creative 
director Car¬ 
men Salerno 
said. “He’s just 
a veiy humble 
individual. He 
knows he has 
a very import¬ 
ant task and 
he sort of shies 
away from the 
camera. 

“He’s just in¬ 
credibly adept at 
starting a fire.” 

The cable company’s annual 
Christmas tradition was first 
sparked in Edmonton in 1986 
as a way of filhng airtime when 
staff left for the holidays. 

Today, the beloved televised 
fire still warms the living rooms 


of millions of Canadians. 

Last year, Shaw decided to 
record a new fire for the first 
time in about 10 years. The loca¬ 
tion was a quaint cabin in North 
Vancouver, which featured a 100 
year-old fireplace with floor to 
ceiling stone. 

“We saw it and 
thought, ‘this, hon¬ 
estly, is perfect,”’ 
Salerno said. 

The burning 
log concept hasn’t 
changed since its 
beginnings in an 
Edmonton fire¬ 
place, and Salerno 
said he expects the 
new footage to be 
used for years to come. But next 
time they film a new fire, it’ll be 
the same, unnamed man ensur¬ 
ing its flames don’t fizzle out. 

“He’s a bit of a woodsman, he 
just loves the outdoors and it’s 
something he wants to continue 
to do,” Salerno said. 


© 

I guess when you 
find something 
you love, why 
would you want to 
replace it? 

Carmen Salerno 


0 LOG GETS BLOG 

New technology brings 
fire log into the future 

The Shaw fire log has moved 
out of Canadians' living 
rooms and onto computer 
screens. It's become a hit 
on Twitter, where the log 
tweets puns and fire jokes 
aplenty. 

"I decided to try #cross- 
fit this year. I could really 
feel the burn," it tweeted 
on Dec. 10. 

"If I said anything inappro¬ 
priate last night, it was an 
axedent. I was hacked," the 
account tweeted on Dec. 5. 

The log's app, launched 
last year, lets users rub 
smoke from their screens 
and clear embers from the 
fire. It's come a long way 
from an Edmonton fireplace 
30 years ago, Salerno said. 


Habitat 


for Humanity® 

Edmonton 


Restore 



LIKE FIXING THINGS? 


BE A WORKSHOP VOLUNTEER 

r eekly commitment 

780-451-3416x234 



Do you have visible tartar, heavy plaque 
or stains on your teeth? 

Come to a free drop-in screening appointment to 
determine if you’re eligible to become a patient 

When: Tuesday, December 15, 2015 
Time: 9:00 am to 12:00 noon 
Where: Kaye Edmonton Clinic, 

11400 University Avenue, 8th Floor 

*No appointment necessary 
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Youth delegate disappointed 



A photo of the Canadian Youth Delegation in Paris, contributed/diane connors 


REDWATER 

Fatal 
injury at 
work site 


COP21 

Climate 
agreement too 
watered down, 
activist says 


Trina 

Moyles 

for Metro | Edmonton 


It’s been two weeks of long 
days and nights for 26-year- 
old Diane Connors, an Ed¬ 
monton youth activist who’s 
at the United Nations Climate 
Change Conference in Paris 
(COP21). 

But, as world leaders draw 
closer to signing a univer¬ 
sal agreement on climate 
change, things are only heat¬ 
ing up, she says. 

“We’re definitely feeling 
the pressure. Tensions are 
on high right now,” says Con¬ 
nors. 

Connors is a member of 
the Canadian Youth Delega¬ 
tion, a team of 17 youth from 
across the country who were 
selected earlier this year to 


represent Canadian youth 
at the COP21 negotiations. 

After two weeks in Paris, 
Connors and her colleagues 
are eager to see how COP21 
play out — it’s predicted that 
world leaders will sign the 
final agreement by Saturday. 


But Connors is already feel¬ 
ing skeptical of the outcome. 

“We’ve already had dis¬ 
appointments,” she says. 
“There’s been a lot of the 
human rights language taken 
out of the text.” 

The majority of world lead¬ 


ers refused to acknowledge 
indigenous rights in the 
agreement, she says. 

She’s also frustrated with 
Canada’s recent move to axe 
a policy that would have 
wealthier Western countries 
help compensate the finan- 


© 

What steps will the 
government take 
to achieve 1.5 C? 
We want to seea 
plan. 

Diane Connors 


cial losses of countries that 
suffer the consequences of 
extreme climate change. 

“We need to take respon¬ 
sibility for more vulner¬ 
able countries,” says Con¬ 
nors. “Some of these places 
are having difficulty with 
just surviving from climate 
change.” 

What Canada has gotten 
right, she says, is its recent 
push for to limit climate 
warming to 1.5 C in the 
agreement. 

“But how will we get there? 
What steps will the govern¬ 
ment take to achieve 1.5 C? 
We want to see a plan.” 

“After all, we’re the gen¬ 
eration that’s going to be 
around by 2050.” 


A 59-year-old man died in 
hospital Wednesday after be¬ 
ing hit by a bus on a work 
site in Redwater. 

The incident happened 
just after 6:30 a.m. on Dec. 9, 
when a coach bus dropped 
off workers at the Redwater 
Sturgeon County refinery 
site. The bus was making a 
left turn when it struck the 
worker, who was crossing the 
road. He was caught under¬ 
neath the vehicle when the 
driver stopped. 

The man was transported 
to the University of Alberta 
hospital, where he passed 
away. 

Occupational Health and 
Safety confirmed Thursday 
they are investigating the 
incident, metro 


Q WHERE? 

Redwater is about 52 
kilometres north of Ed¬ 
monton. 
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Alberta delays 
release of results 



Premier Rachel Notley the Canadian press 


OIL ROYALTY REVIEW 

Premier says 
more time 
needed to get 
response right 

Alberta’s highly anticipated 
review of its energy royalty 
regime has been delayed until 
the new year. 

Premier Rachel Notley had 
promised that a panel report 
on the issue and the govern¬ 
ment’s response to that report 
would be out by the end of 
December. 

But Notley said Thursday 
her government wants to take 
more time to make sure it gets 
its response right. 

“The delay is relatively small 
because we know that people 
are looking for the outcome 
sooner rather than later,” Not¬ 
ley told a news conference. 

“We are committed to de¬ 
livering it as soon as we can, 
but we want to be sure that we 
get it right, that we don’t kick 


something out the door that’s 
not ready. My hope is that we 
will be able to announce to 
Albertans our plans going for¬ 
ward in early Januaiy.” 

A panel headed by ATB Fi¬ 
nancial president Dave Mowat 
is reviewing aspects of the 
royalty regime to determine, 
among other things, whether 
Albertans are getting a fair 
share of the profits. 

It fulfils a promise made 
by Notley during the NDP’s 
successful election campaign 


in May. 

But the review has brought 
a heightened unease to an oil- 
patch sector grappling with 
thousands of layoffs due to the 
worldwide plunge in oil prices. 

The benchmark West Texas 
Intermediate price for oil has 
dropped to $40 US a barrel 
from $100 a barrel in mid-2014, 
taking with it the lion’s share 
of provincial revenues. 

Alberta is set to run a 
$6.1-billion deficit this year. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 
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stk 17937 20 1 5 CADENZA 10,654kms 

$ 30,530 NOW *29,995 OR *171 BW 

stk 18323 20 1 5 FORTE EX Sunroof, 7659 kms 

$ 25,030 NOW *19,995 OR s m BW 



Stk 18685 2015 OPTIMA EX LUXURY NAV, 13,924 kms 

$ 34,730 NOW *27,995 OR s 159 BW 


stk 18148 2015 K900 PREMIUM 3.8 1636 kms 
$ 62,530 NOW *54,777 OR *313 BW 

stk 18509 2015 RIO EX Sunroof, 1734 kms 
$ 20,830 NOW *16,995 OR $ 97 BW 

Stk18621 2016 SORENTO LX 3860 kms 

$ 20,210 NOW *24,995 OR *143 bw 
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This weekend, you'll be able to skate and grab breakfast in the river valley. 

KEVIN TUONG/FOR METRO 


Come ‘re-winterize’ 
with brunch, blades 


PARKS AND RECREATION 

River Valley 
will soon have 
a ‘ski chalet’ 
atmosphere 

Trina 

Moyles 

For Metro | Edmonton 


On Saturday, Edmonton’s River 
Valley takes another step toward 
becoming what some hope is a 
place that, even in the dead of 
winter, is full of life. 

Local chef Brad Lazarenko 
of Culina restaurant is launch¬ 
ing Winter Weekend Brunch 
and dishing out the breakfast 
classics at the Dogwood Cafe 
in Victoria Park, located in the 


heart of the city’s river valley. 

That means for the first time 
ever, Edmontonians will be able 
to ski, skate, snowshoe and in¬ 
dulge in eggs benedict and hue- 
vos rancheros - all in the same 
place. Lazarenko is excited for 
what’s on the menu and hopes 
to attract people out enjoying 
the river valley. 

“We want people to take off 
their skis and skates, and come 
in for brunch - just like a ski 
chalet,” he said. 

He’ll be serving up different 
specials every weekend: French 
toast, waffles and even Ukrain¬ 
ian perogies and kielbasa with 
fried eggs. 

Lazarenko’s Nordic brunch is 
part of the Edmonton’s Winter 
City strategy to develop more 
winter recreational opportun¬ 
ities along the North Saskatch- 


0 

I'm excited that 
we're starting to 
invest in the river. 

Coun. Ben Henderson 


ewan River. 

“Over the past four years, 
we’ve been working to build 
cross-country ski trails and, of 
course, the new skating pavilion 
in Victoria Park,’’said Coun. Ben 
Henderson. 

Coun. Scott McKeen said he 
hopes Lazarenko’s “high caliber 
food” will help to reconnect Ed¬ 
montonians with the river valley 
during the coldest months of the 
year. “It’s about ‘re-winterizing’ 
Edmontonians,” he said. 



, 11114**81 1 


CIBC Aventura® lets you take a 
holiday from planning your holiday. 


ALERT 

Man charged with sex tourism after meeting underage girl 


© 


The relationship developed, and 
I guess through conversation 
(Tremblay) found out she was 
residing in Ireland. 

Staff Sgt. Paul Czerwonka 



Jashua Robert Tremblay. 

SUPPLIED/ALERT 


Andrea 

Ross 

Metro | Edmonton 


A Fort McMurray man has 
been charged with sex tour¬ 
ism after allegedly travelling 
to Ireland twice to have sex 
with a 13-year-old girl he 
met online. 

The Alberta Law Enforce¬ 
ment Response Team began 
investigating last year, when 
Ireland’s police force alerted 
the RCMP. Irish police first 
became aware of the offences 
in 2013, when the victim was 


13 years old. 

Once ALERT was able to 
identify the suspect, he was 
formally charged on Dec. 9. 

Jashua Robert Tremblay, 
33, is charged with two 
counts of sexual interfer¬ 
ence, luring and child sex 
tourism. 

Tremblay was not previ¬ 
ously known to police. 

“He had no record, and no 
major issues as far as police 
were concerned,” Staff Sgt. 
Paul Czerwonka said. 

Czerwonka said Tremblay 
was aware of the girl’s age 
before meeting her. 


“There is no indication 
she had lied about her age,” 
he said. 

“The relationship de¬ 
veloped, and I guess through 
conversation he found out 
she was residing in Ireland.” 

This is the first time ALERT 
has laid child sex tourism 


charges, which were added 
to the Canadian Criminal 
Code in 1997. 

The code dictates Can¬ 
adians citizens and perma¬ 
nent residents can be pros¬ 
ecuted for sexual offences 
committed against children 
in other countries. 


© CONTACT 

ALERT said they do not 
believe any Albertan 
children were victim¬ 
ized, but encourage 
anyone with informa¬ 
tion about this case or 
other instances of child 
exploitation to contact 
them. 

You can visit the 
ALERT website at www. 
alert-ab.ca, or call Crime 
Stoppers at 780-421- 
1122. 
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POLITICS 

Leader 
not set to 
forgive 


One charged over graffiti 
at Calgary train station 


Alberta Wildrose Leader Brian 
Jean says there is still no for¬ 
giving or forgetting when it 
comes to Danielle Smith, the 
former leader who gutted the 
caucus a year ago by leading a 
mass floor-crossing. 

“It’s just not time right now. 
There was a tremendous breach 
of loyalty and trust that hap¬ 
pened last year,” Jean told re¬ 
porters Thursday. “There are 
a lot of members that are not 
prepared to let bygones be by¬ 
gones at this stage.” 

Smith is now a radio talk- 
show host on CHQR in Calgaiy. 

Earlier Thursday, the CHQR 
morning-show host asked Jean 
why he and his caucus mem¬ 
bers refuse to appear as guests 
on Smith’s afternoon show. 

“Danielle who?” Jean replied. 

Jean was asked later in the 
legislature news conference if 
it was a personal issue for him. 

“It is personal,” he replied. 

“It’s personally a long way to 
Calgary to drive to talk to Dan¬ 
ielle Smith about something I 
would be happy to talk to any 
other reporter (about).” 

Smith responded on air. 

“I think (the Wildrose) are 
hurting themselves by not 
using this forum to be able to 
speak directly to you about 
their issues,” she told her lis¬ 
teners. 

Of the Jean snub she said: 
“I’m not going to hold it 
against him. The door is wide 
open.” 

Smith made national head¬ 
lines a year ago when she led 
eight of her Official Opposition 
Wildrose caucus members over 
to then-premier Jim Prentice 
and his Progressive Conserva¬ 
tive government. 

Smith billed it as a reuniting 
of kindred conservative spir¬ 
its necessary to keep the NDP 
from power, but voters didn’t 
see it that way. the Canadian press 


VANDALISM 

Man believed 
to be his 
accomplice 
is in custody 

A man believed to be respon¬ 
sible for writing hate-motiv¬ 
ated profanities against Syr¬ 
ians and Muslims on the wall 
of the Tuscany CTrain station 
last week has been charged, 


while a second man police 
believe to be his accomplice 
is in custody. 

On Thursday, Dec. 3, at 
about 5:45 p.m., two men 
entered the Tuscany CTrain 
Station. 

Once inside, the men ap¬ 
plied gold spray paint to four 
locations on both the upper 
and lower platforms of the 
station. A walkway ramp lead¬ 
ing from the parking lot to 
the upper-level platform and 
a southbound CTrain were 


also tagged. 

A photo from the Tuscany 
station appeared on Twitter 
along with several others. 

One image from the sta¬ 
tion depicted the escalator, 
which had been sprayed in 
gold paint, with the mis¬ 
spelled words: “F--K Syrea, 
Kill Musilums.” 

In addition to the dam¬ 
age within the station, five 
vehicles in the south parking 
lot of the Tuscany station were 
found to have graffiti messa¬ 


ges spray painted on them. 

All of the graffiti messa¬ 
ges were of anti-Syrian and 
anti-refugee sentiment and 
the Calgary Police Service has 
classified this as a hate-motiv¬ 
ated crime. 

Following an investigation, 
with assistance from Calgary 
Transit, Miguel Lavergene, 30, 
of no fixed address, has been 
charged with six counts of 
public mischief. 

The Crown has yet to de¬ 
termine if hate charges are 


applicable in this case. 

Lavergene is scheduled to 
appear in court on Monday, 
Jan. 25, 2016. 

A second suspect has been 
arrested and will also face 
charges of six counts of pub¬ 
lic mischief. His name will be 
released once he has seen a 
Justice of the Peace and the 
charges have been confirmed. 

The Calgary Police Service 
would like to thank the pub¬ 
lic and the media for their 
assistance, metro staff 



These two men are believed to be responsible for the graffiti at a Calgary CTrain station, courtesy calgary police service 
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Candy Cane Lane, an Edmonton institution, is lighting up the night this weekend, supplied/iheartedmonton 


Enjoy holiday treats 
and holiday streets 


EVENTS 

The city’s most 
interesting 
person shares 
weekend plans 

Douglas 

Dollars 


FRIDAY: 

An Edmonton winter 
tradition, Candy Cane Lane, 
opens its neighbourhood full 
of decorated houses in the 
area of 9915 148 Street to 
the public tonight between 5 
p.m. and 10 p.m.. This makes 
for a cute date event, so be 
careful about who you take 
with you. Romance is in the 
air and donations to the Ed¬ 
monton Food Bank should 


come with you. 

At 8 p.m. The Clever Rab¬ 
bit Vegetarian Cafe at 10724 
124 Street is home to Christ¬ 
mas Disco, an interesting 
collection of some of Edmon¬ 
ton’s coolest bands in both 
a format and venue that you 
won’t see every day. 

Power Buddies, Racket, 
and Gender Poutine are do¬ 
ing something similar at 
Cha Island, a tea shop, at 
10332 81 Avenue. Hosting 
fun shows in unusual places 
is a thing Edmonton is doing 
very well. 

Downtown returns to its 
dance dominance at 9 p.m. 
Bohemia (10217 97 Street) 
brings us a night of new 
wave and electronic dance, 
with Uncle Outrage, Cygnets, 
Boosh!, and MoonMuseum, 
and Evolution Wonderlounge 
(10220 103 Street) brings the 
grumpiest burlesque in town 


with the Queer Cabaret’s 
BAH HUMBUG! 

SATURDAY: 

From 11 a.m. - 4 p.m, the 
Cash Mob returns to 124 
Street (10715 124 Street), 
turning another meet-up 
into a community event 
bringing relief to struggling 
local businesses. 

At noon, the holiday clas¬ 
sic A Christmas Story plays 
at the Metro Cinema, and is 
sure to warm the heart. 

The 100 Mile House and 
the AwesomeHots Annual 
Christmas Shindig kick off a 
free event for the Edmonton 
Food Bank at 4 p.m. at the 
Empress Ale House (9912 82 
Avenue) with their unique 
knack for frontier music and 
tall tales. When the show 
ends, head to the Dovetail 
Delicatessen at 10721 124 
Street for a rare occurrence, 
a Sailin’ On pop-up, where 


you can try some new items 
for the upcoming year. 

SUNDAY: 

Two events fill the day to 
warm your heart. Between 
noon and 4 p.m. the Mutant 
Conservatory is holding 
Snowflake Sunday, a chance 
to bring the family or your 
someone sweet to an after¬ 
noon of making snowflakes, 
planting Christmas cacti and 
checking out some holiday 
scenes in the big pyramid. 

If you’re looking to have a 
bigger effect on your commun¬ 
ity, Barber Ha (at 10011 82 
Avenue) is working to sponsor 
and support a Syrian family 
for a year, with Barbering for 
Syrian Refugees. Show up at 
the shop between noon and 
six, get your hair cut, buy 
some baked goods or other 
limited-edition merchandise 
and all the money goes toward 
refugee sponsorship. 


THE INTERVIEW 

Support newcomers 
with a stylish cut 


I was able to talk some more 
with Linda Ha, proprietor 
of Barber Ha, a shop well- 
known for aiding social 
causes, about her shop’s 
project, Barbering for Syrian 
Refugees. 

Douglas: You’ve given 
great support to other 
causes in the past, what 
made this one the one to 
take up? 

Linda Ha: Simply put, 
humanity. I truly feel that 
no one should have to go 
through the experience of 
war. Also my family are refu¬ 
gees from Vietnam. Without 


sponsorship we wouldn’t 
be here today. Canada gave 
my family opportunities 
that they wouldn’t have had 
otherwise. 

Douglas: Canada has 
welcomed us all. If people 
can’t make it out on Sun¬ 
day, any other sugges¬ 
tions on how they can 
support sponsorship? 

Linda: If people are unable 
to make it, they can donate 
online through CanadaHelps. 
org or donate their time 
and talents at HouseofWel- 
comesJ3.com. 

DOUGLAS DOLLARS/FOR METRO 



Super-hip Barber Ha is helping raise money for Syrian refu¬ 
gees — and all you need to do is get your 'do cut on Sunday. 

CONTRIBUTED/JENN CREBAS PHOTOGRAPHY 



find, 


A new home for your old furniture. 


We pick up. No charge. 

sofas, chairs, tables, kitchen supplies, dressers, home 
electronics, books, media, gently-used household items. 


5120 122 st edmonton, ab 780.988.1717 


Find provides an opportunity to donate 
gently-used furniture that helps support 
individuals and families transitioning out 

of homelessness. 

Find is a retail store and provider of 
furniture to participants of the 

Housing First Support Program, 

managed by Homeward Trust Edmonton. 


find. 


www.findedmonton.com www.homewardtrust.ca 
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WITH EVERY 
PURCHASE' 


CHRISTMAS COMES EARLY AT 
CANADA WIDE AUTO SALES! 

WHY WAIT FOR BOXING DAY! OUR BEST DEALS OF THE YEAR! 



OFFICIAL 
WESTEND 

DROPOFF 

LOCATION 





2007 TOYOTA CAMRY 
LE 



2014 FORD FOCUS 
SE 

ST#14B0302 



2014 FORD FUSION 
SE 

ST#14A9260 



2011 SCION TC 

ST#11B7630 

*14,988 



2014 TOYOTA CAMRY 
LE 


v$ 1*4*988 


2014 FIAT 500L 
TREKKING 



"*15,988 


2008 LINCOLN MKX 



$ T7,988 



2010 FORD EDGE 
LIMTEDAWD 


*18,988 



2015 CHRYSLER 
200 LIMITED 

ST#15B5478 



2010 MERCEDES 
C300 4MATIC 

ST#10B4617 



2013 FORD FOCUS 
S/T 

ST#13A9190 



2009 LAND ROVER 
LR2 

ST#09B8390 


2014 MITSUBISHI 
yj^^ ^LANC ER RALLI ART AWD 




2014 FORD 
EXPLORER LIMITED 


ST#14A2125 


1 YEAR FREE OIL CHANGES, NO CHARGE CARPROOF W/EVERY PURCHASE 



2008 HONDA CRV 
EXLAWD 




«T3,988 



2014 CHRYSLER 
TOWN & COUNTRY 

ST#14B9942 



2013 FORD F150 
S/C 4X4 XLT 

ST#13B4984 



ST#13B3226 


2013 RAM 1500 
Q/C 4X4 SLT 



2014 FORD FLEX 
SELAWD 


226,988 



2014 RAM 1500 
CREW 4X4 SLT HEMI 


s 26,988 



2015 DODGE 
JOURNEY R/T AWD 

ST#15B1959 



2011 CHEVROLET 
AVALANCHE LTZ 

ST#11A1852 



2013 RAM 1500 
Q/C 4X4 SPORT 


ST#13B7417 



2014 RAM 1500 
CREW 4X4 SPORT 


ST#14A1337 



2013 FORD FI 50 CREW 
4X4 FX-4 ECO BOOST 


*36,988 



20,12 FORD FI 50 CREW 
W4>HARLEY DAVIDSON 


*36,988 


2014 GMC 1500 
CREW 4X4 SLT 



ST#14B3386 

988 



2014 GMC YUKON 
XL SLT 


*41,988 




2011 FORD FI 50 
CREW 4X4 


ST#11B4531 
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Slats gets his due 
on banner night 


NHL 

Sather to be 
honoured for 
many years of 
Oilers success 

Glen Sather wore the Oilers’ 
sweater in the WHA, coached 
the NHL’s greatest dynasty and 
managed in Edmonton for two 
decades. Now he’ll finally have 
a banner to commemorate his 
hockey legacy in Alberta’s capital. 

Fifteen years after Sather 
left the organization, the Oil¬ 
ers will raise his banner to 
the rafters at Rexall Place on 
Friday night, alongside the 
numbers of Wayne Gretzky, 
Mark Messier, Jari Kurri, Paul 
Coffey, Glenn Anderson, Grant 
Fuhr, A1 Hamilton and those 
celebrating five Stanley Cups 
and many more division and 
conference titles. 

“I think the best thing I 
could say is if you asked those 
greats, those players, about 


Glen having his banner raised, 
they’ll say that he warrants 
that as much as they do,” for¬ 
mer Oilers defenceman and 
current team president Kevin 
Lowe said last month in To¬ 
ronto. “You can’t say anything 
better than that.” 

Sather coached the Oilers 
during their transition from 
the WHA to the NHL and led 
them to the Cup final five 
times, winning it in 1984,1985, 
1987 and 1988. He ceded the 
bench to John Muckier after 
the 1988-89 season but still has 
as president and general man¬ 
ager for the Oilers’ 1990 title. 

“Slats was the straw that 
stirred the drink that got us 
all together and on the same 
path, and that’s what’s so spe¬ 
cial about him,” Anderson said 
on a conference call. “Glen 
Sather was kind of the staple 
that put us all together and did 
everything that we needed to 
do to be successful.” 

During his coaching tenure, 
Sather coached immense tal¬ 
ent better than almost any- 


© 

Slats was the 
straw that stirred 
the drink. 

Glenn Anderson 

one in the history of the sport. 
Throw Toe Blake, A1 Arbour, 
Scotty Bowman and perhaps 
now even Joel Quenneville into 
that discussion. 

Acquiring the likes of Gretz¬ 
ky and Messier was only half 
the battle. The 1997 Hockey 
Hall of Fame inductee had to 
manage egos and make such a 
talented group worth together. 

“He was great at allowing 
Wayne to have three-minute 
shifts so he could score 200-hun- 
dred-how-ever-many-points he 
did,” Lowe said. “And he allowed 
Mess to develop into what he 
was and Coff and Fuhrsie and 
all those great players. He had 
the vision of the style of play 
and that’s all well-documented.” 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 
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Are You Looking to 
Develop a Career in 

HEALTH CARE? 



Affordable Tuition 

• Health Care Aide program-$3500 

• Health Care Aide PLAR 
starting at$700 

• Community Support Worker 
program -$2500 

High Job Prospects 

• Be career ready in 20 weeks 

Learn in a Supportive 
Living Facility 

•We are located in the Grand 
Manor facility of the Excel 
Society, at 10766-97 Street 

Caring Community 
Setting 

• Small class sizes give you 
more instructor support 



HELP CREATE A 
NEW DESTINATION 

IN EDMONTON’S 
RIVER VALLEY! 


£dmonton 


Take the survey at 
edmonton.ca/rivervalleyprojects 
and provide input into the design 
of this exciting new project. 


The City of Edmonton has partnered with the River Valley Alliance 
on five initiatives that will contribute to creating one of the largest 
connected metropolitan river valley parks in the world. Funding for the 
projects has been provided by the provincial and federal governments. 


The Touch the Water promenade will create a new place 
for citizens to gather and enjoy the riverfront. Located in 
the historic Rossdale neighbourhood, the promenade will 
be a distinctive and special place in our river valley. 


- 






















More saving 
More doing: 


select 

• inflatables 

• yard decor 


SAVINGS CENTRAL 


select 

• wreaths 

• interior decor 


select 

• artificial trees 

• lights 


OUR LOWEST PRICES 
OF THE YEAR a 


Prices valid until Wednesday, December 16,2015. tOff our regular prices. Valid on In-Stock products only. Selection varies by store. Sorry, no rain checks. 1 Offer valid at The Home Depot Canada. Not valid in 
combination with any other offer. Some exceptions may apply. Selection varies by store and quantities are limited. Offer valid to Canadian residents only. No substitutions or rain checks. See store associate or 
Special Services Desk for details or visit homedepot.ca. We reserve the right to limit quantities to the amount reasonable for homeowners and our regular contractor customers. 

©2015, HOMER TLC, Inc. • 12/15 • FW-45 






Mazan Khabbaz, centre, a refugee from Syria, is embraced by a well-wisher as he arrives with 
his family at Toronto's Pearson Airport, chris young/the Canadian press 


Syrians welcomed 
after long journey 


IMMIGRATION 

Government 
works with 
sponsors 
to help 25,000 

With suitcases stacked on lug¬ 
gage carts and blue bags bill of 
info from government agencies 
on top, 163 Syrians lined up at 
the Beirut airport Thursday to 
begin the long journey to Canada. 

They boarded a military plane 
as the vanguard of 25,000 refu¬ 
gees the Liberal government 
wants to bring to Canada by 
the end of February 

Photos taken by the Can¬ 
adian Forces at the airport 
point showed a mix of men and 
women, teens and young chil¬ 
dren, some being offered teddy 
bears by Canadian officials. 

The flight left Beirut to travel 
to Germany, where the military 
Airbus was to stop for refuel¬ 


ling and a change of crew before 
heading on to Toronto. 

All of the Syrians on board 
Thursday are being sponsored by 
private groups, many of whom 
had bled the paperwork months 
ago in order to bring in some of 
the estimated 4.3 million Syrians 
displaced by the ongoing civil 
war in that country. 

But the sponsors will have to 
wait a while longer before they 
personally greet the new arrivals. 

The brst Canadians the Syr¬ 
ians will meet upon landing at 
Toronto’s Pearson airport will 
range from, perhaps, the prime 
minister, to a team of civil ser¬ 
vants and border officers who 
will complete the final pieces 
of paperwork required. 


From there, 116 will head to 
new homes in the Toronto area. 
Another four will go to Windsor, 
Ont. Sponsors in Kelowna, B.C., 
will welcome four, three will go 
to Coquitlam, B.C., and one to 
New Westminster, B.C. Twenty 
are bound for Calgaiy and the 
final 15 to Edmonton, accord¬ 
ing to statistics released by the 
Immigration department. 

A second flight is set to arrive 
in Montreal on Saturday. 

“We have great hopes for the 
success of this group of people 
that are arriving and their fam¬ 
ilies as they build their new home 
here in Canada,” said Arif Virani, 
the parliamentaiy secretaiy to 
the minister of immigration. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 
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We have great hopes for the 
success of this group of people 
that are arriving and their families 
as they build their new (homes). 


Arif Virani 


WORLD VISION 

Kids greet refugees in warm video 


“Welcome to Canada!” 

That’s the message Canadian 
children are sending Syrian refu¬ 
gees coming into the country this 
week in a heartwarming video 
released by World Vision. 

“There’s something so over¬ 
whelming and touching in seeing 
how kids respond to the idea of 
people being forced to bee their 
country,” said Hugh Brewster, 
national manager for Canadian 
programs at World Vision. 

In several languages — includ¬ 


ing French, Spanish, Arabic and 
others — the children welcome 
refugees their own age with mes¬ 
sages of friendship and advice 
for life in their newfound, Can¬ 
adian home. 

“Everyone likes Canada be¬ 
cause we have all four seasons,” 
adds one boy, posing in front of 
a hockey net. 

“I want to be your best 
friends,” one young girl says. 
“See you in school,” says another. 

The welcome messages were 


collected via email and World 
Vision put the video together in 
two days, Brewster told the Star. 

He said many children ex¬ 
pressed that they felt their job 
was “to make them feel wel¬ 
come, to ask how you can help, 
to sit next to them in the cafe¬ 
teria, to invite them on the slide 
with you.” 

“Kids can really teach us a lot 
about what it means to really 
open our hearts to new people,” 
he said, torstar news service 
































































Earn travel rewards up to 4x faster. 

Get 4 points for every $1 spent at grocery stores, 
gas stations, on dining and entertainment with 
the Scotiabank®* Gold American Express® Card. 1 
Plus, no blackouts or restrictions. 

Limited time offer of no annual fee for the first year. 2 
And earn 20,000 bonus points, good for $200 in travel? 


www.scotiabank.com/4xfaster 


You're richer than you think!* 



Scotiabank 6 


®* Registered trademarks of The Bank of Nova Scotia. ® American Express is a registered trademark of American Express. This credit card program is issued and administered by The Bank of Nova Scotia under license from American Express. 1 You will earn 4 points 
per $1 on the first $50,000 in net purchases made annually at American Express merchants classified in the American Express network as gas stations, grocery stores, restaurants and bars, and entertainment (includes movie theatres, theatres, ticket agencies, and 
bands, orchestras and other entertainers). Some merchants may sell these types of products/services or are separate merchants who are located on the premises of these merchants, but are classified by American Express in another manner, in which case this added 
benefit would not apply. You earn 1 point per $1 on purchases made after you reach the $50,000 annual maximum and on all other purchases. Scotia Rewards points must be redeemed within 60 days of account closure or they will be deleted permanently. If your 
account is not in good standing, points are not eligible for redemption. Please refer to the Scotia Rewards®* Program Terms and Conditions for full details, available at www.scotiabank.com/4xfaster. 2 We will waive the initial annual fee for the primary card and 
additional cards for the first year. The regular annual fee is $99 for the primary card and $30 for each additional card. Offer applies to new accounts opened by February 29, 2016. Any additional cards must be issued by February 29, 2016, to qualify for the offer. 
The annual interest rates for the Scotiabank Gold American Express Card are: 19.99% for purchases; and 22.99% for cash advances, balance transfers and Scotia Credit Card Cheques. Rates and fees are as of September 1, 2015 and are subject to change. 3 Bonus 
points offer applies to new accounts opened by February 29, 2016. To qualify for the Welcome Bonus you must have at least $500 in net purchases posted to your account in the first 3 months from the account open date. Bonus points will be awarded within 2 
months after this 3 month period, provided your account is open and in good standing. 
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world metres news 



NOBEL PRIZE NATIONAL TREASURE The 2015 Nobel physics laureate professor Arthur B. 
McDonald (left) of Canada receives his award from King Carl Gustaf of Sweden during the 
2015 Nobel prize award ceremony in Stockholm Concert Hall on December 10. 

AFP/TT NEWS AGENCY/JONAS EKSTROMER/SWEDEN OUTJONAS EKSTROMER/GETTY IMAGE 


Cross-country 
child-care costs 


FAMILY SERVICES 

Toronto parents 
pay the most, 
Quebec the 
least: Report 

A new report says child-care costs 
have increased across the coun¬ 
try, but some regions are feeling 
the pinch much more than most. 

The study by the Canadian 
Centre for Policy Alternatives 
tracks the price of child care 
across 27 Canadian cities and 
three age groups — infants, tod¬ 
dlers and preschoolers. 

Child-care fees were highest in 
Toronto across the board, with 
parents facing median costs of 
more than a thousand dollars re¬ 
gardless of what age group their 
children fall in. Quebec marks 
the other end of the spectrum, 
where government policies have 
capped child-care fees and set the 
median cost at $174 a month 
across all age groups. 

The study also found that 


space in regulated child-care 
facilities was hard to come by 
in eveiy city and lengthy wait¬ 
ing hsts were common. 

The report by the CCPA — a 
think-tank that describes itself 
as a “progressive voice” in public 
policy debates — says the num¬ 
bers suggest the need for all lev¬ 
els of government to get involved 
and invest in a more affordable 
child-care system nationwide. 
Senior economist and report 

© 

It's very much an 
accident of birth 
as to whether they 
can find affordable 
child care or not. 

David Macdonald 

co-author David Macdonald said 
the variation among regions is 
both striking and concerning. 

“It’s very much an accident 
of birth as to whether they can 
find affordable child care or not,” 


Macdonald said in a telephone 
interview. “One of the starkest 
differences is in Ottawa ... You 
pay five times more for the same 
pre-school space one kilometre 
away in Gatineau compared to 
in Ottawa.” Cost variations are 
not always so starkly illustrated, 
but the centre’s report suggests 
that fees cover a broad spectrum 
across the country. 

Median costs for infant care 
in Toronto, which equal $1,736 
a month, are noticeably higher 
than they are in second-place 
Newfoundland and Labrador 
which still charges a hefty 
$1,400. 

Variations also exist among 
cities that place limits on the 
prices parents must pay. Quebec 
is not alone in capping child¬ 
care costs for families, as similar 
measures exist in Manitoba and 
Prince Edward Island. 

“It’s a labour-intensive indus¬ 
try,” Mercer said. “We can’t auto¬ 
mate it and reap those efficien¬ 
cies. That is at the heart of the 
whole problem.” 
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International Clothiers 

FACTORY OUTLET SUPER STORE 

Importers and Distributors of Fine Men’s, Women’s & Kids Clothing • We Shop The World For You • Buy Direct and Save • We will not be Undersold 
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LEASE EXPIRY STORE CLOSING*; 

ENTIRE E||% Ofl% 
STORE 3U " OUoff 



Wom en s Wool Coats 

$#JQ99 

from 

WAS $149.99 


Men’s & Women’s 
Fleece Pants 


110 

WAS $10.39 


[661 

Lowest Ticketed Price^M 


SOQ 9 

from 

WAS $90.39 


Sweaters 

110 

WAS $20.99 


feol 

Lowest Ticketed Priced 

Men’s Wool Coats 

*50 

from 

WAS $250.39 

70 

Lowest Ticketed Priced 

Onesies 

15 

WAS $40.33 




Men’s & Women’s 
Do wn Fil le d Bom bers 

S QQ" 

from 

WAS $190.39 


Men's PVC Jackets 

*20 

from 

WAS $90.33 




CO 


col 


PLUS A LARGE SELECTION UP TO 80% OFF! WHILE QUANTITIES LAST! 

WEST EDMONTON MALL "=■" 


* 
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* SOME EXCEPTIONS • SOME ITEMS NOT EXACTLY AS ILLUSTRATED •WHILE SUPPLIES LAST • SEE STORE FOR DETAILS. DISCOUNT IS TAKEN FROM THE CMV/” COMPARE AT’ PRICES. 
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PURCHASE 

FINANCING" 

ON SELECT 2015/2016 MODELS. 




ENHANCE YOUR MAZDA OWNERSHIP 
EXPERIENCE WITH AN iPad mini 4* 

INCLUDED WHEN YOU PURCHASE OR LEASE 
A SELECT NEW 2015 OR 2016 MAZDA. 

STAY IN TOUCH WITH THE MAZDA COMMUNITY 
AROUND THE GLOBE WITH THE ZOOM-ZOOM APR 


• iPad mini 4 




.TOflr 




2075M3ZD33 GX 

BI-WEEKLY FINANCE OFFER FROM 

*99:0.991 .,*0. 

for 84 months. Taxes extra. On finance price from $17,423. 


PLUS GET 6 PAYMENTS ON US 
ON 2015 MAZDA3 t 



GT model shown 





www.ajac.ca 

Automobile Journalists 
Association of Canada 

2016 MAZDA CX-3 
BEST NEW SUV/CUV 
(UNDER $35,000) 



GT model shown 

THE FIRST-EVER 

2076 CX-3 GJC 


BI-WEEKLY FINANCE OFFER FROM 


*14T» 2.991.,>*0 


DOWN 


for 84 months. Taxes extra. On finance price from $23,146. 



2075CX-5 GX 


BI-WEEKLY FINANCE OFFER FROM 


*1481,2.491.,,*0 


DOWN 


for 84 months. Taxes extra. On finance price from $24,741. 


f-ACTJV' >4 W£D 

This season, the weather outside will always feel delightful with Mazda's i-ACTIV all-wheel-drive 
system available on the CX-3 and CX-5. Its sensors predict your needs 200 times every second 
and automatically shift power to ensure you stay in control for a more confident, safe and fun drive. 


CANADA'S ONLY 


UNL FM I T E D 


MILEAGE WARRANTY 

STANDARD ON ALL 2015 AND 2016 MODELS. 


DRIVING MATTERS 


zoom-zoom 


^Limited one iPad mini 4 per retail customer on finance, lease or cash purchase of select new 2015/2016 Mazda models between December 1st, 2015 and January 4th, 2016. Offer not available on 2016 MX-5 models. No substitutions or cash surrender value. iPad is a trademark of Apple Inc. All rights reserved. Apple is not a sponsor of, nor a 
participant in, this promotion. See dealer for complete details. fApplies only to purchase finance offers on new in-stock2015 Mazda3 models purchased and delivered by January 4,2016, on approved credit. Mazda Canada Inc. will pay the first 6 bi-weekly payments including taxes (up to a total of $750 total or 6 bi-weekly payments, whichever is 
less). Customer will be required to make all remaining scheduled payments over the remaining term of the contract. If the total of 6 bi-weekly payments exceeds $750 (inclusive of taxes), then customer will be responsible for paying any difference. If the total of 6 bi-weekly payments is less than $750 (inclusive of taxes), then customer will 
not be credited with the difference. See your local dealer for details. T0% APR Purchase Financing is available on select 2015/2016 Mazda models. Terms vary by model. Based on a representative agreement using an offered pricing of $17,715 for the new 2015 Mazda3 GX (D4XK65AA00) with a financed amount of $18,000, the cost of borrowing 
for a 48-month term is $0, monthly payment is $375 and total finance obligation is $18,000. **Based on a representative example using a finance price of $17,423/$23,146/$24,741 for the 2015 Mazda3 GX (D4XK65AA00)/2016 CX-3 GX (HVXK86AA00)/2016 CX-5 GX (NVXK66AA00) at a rate of 0.99%/2.99%/2.49% APR, the cost of borrowing for an 
84-month term is $618/$2,535/$2,244, bi-weekly payment is $99/$141/$148, total finance obligation is $18,041/$25,682/$26,986. Taxes are extra and required at the time of purchase. All prices include block heater, $20 new tire charge, $6.25 AMVIC fee where applicable, $100 a/c charge where applicable, freight SPDI of $1,695/$1,895 for Mazda3/ 
CX-3, CX-5. As shown, price for 2015 Mazda3 GT (D4TL65AA00)/2016 CX-3 GT (HXTK86AA00)/2016 CX-5 GT (NXTL86AA00) is $28,115/$31,315/$37,215. PPSA, licence, insurance, taxes, down payment (or equivalent trade-in) are extra and may be required at the time of purchase. Dealer may sell/lease for less. Dealer order/trade may be necessary 
on certain vehicles. Lease and Finance on approved credit for qualified customers only. Offers valid December 1,2015 - January 4,2016, while supplies last. Prices and rates subject to change without notice. Visit mazda.ca or see your dealer for complete details. *To learn more about the Mazda Unlimited Warranty, go to mazdaunlimited.ca. 
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RESPONSE 

Muhammad Ali backs Islam 


Boxing legend Muhammad Ali 
criticized Republican presiden¬ 
tial front-runner Donald Trump’s 
proposal to ban Muslims from 
entering the United States, call¬ 
ing on Muslims “to stand up to 
those who use Islam to advance 
their own personal agenda.” 

Ali, one of the most famous 
Muslims in the world, issued a 
statement saying, “True Mus¬ 
lims know that the ruthless 
violence of so-called Islamic 
Jihadists goes against the very 
tenets of our religion.” 

He added, “I believe that our 
political leaders should use 
their position to bring under¬ 


verted people’s views on what 
Islam really is.” 

Ali’s statement Wednesday 
was directed at “presidential 
candidates proposing to ban 
Muslim immigration to the 
United States.” 

“They have alienated many 
from learning about Islam,” 
Ali wrote. 

U.S. President Barack Obama, 
in an address to the nation Sun¬ 
day, called on Americans to reject 
discrimination, saying, “Mus¬ 
lim Americans are our friends 
standing about the religion of and our neighbours, our 
Islam and clarify that these co-workers, our sports heroes.” 
misguided murderers have per- the associated press 



BACKLASH 

Fears of harassment against 
Muslims across U.S. increase 


A severed pig’s head was left 
outside a mosque in Philadel¬ 
phia. An Islamic centre in Flor¬ 
ida was defaced. A Sikh temple 
in California was vandalized by 
someone who mistook it for a 
mosque and left graffiti that 
included a profane reference 
to the Islamic State of Iraq and 
the Levant (ISIL) militant group. 

Advocacy groups believe a 
spate of anti-Muslim incidents 
across the U.S. in recent weeks 
can be linked to last week’s 
mass shooting in California 


and the inflammatory rhetoric 
of Donald Trump and other 
Republican presidential can¬ 
didates. And they say Muslims 
are fearful the backlash could 
lead to further harassment and 
violence. 

“I have never seen such 
fear and apprehension in the 
Muslim community, even after 
9/11,” Ibrahim Hooper, lead 
spokesman for the Council on 
American-Islamic Relations, 
said Wednesday. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Q INCIDENTS 

Problem hard to measure 

It's tough to measure the 
extent of the problem or 
to know for sure if there 
has been an increase in 
anti-Muslim incidents or 
if people are simply pay¬ 
ing closer attention to a 
small but steady stream of 
episodes throughout the 
year, the associated press 


FACEBOOK 

Zuckerberg offers support to 
those who fear bad reaction 


Faceboolc CEO Mark Zucker¬ 
berg is offering words of sup¬ 
port for Muslims who fear re¬ 
taliation for the recent violent 
attacks by Islamic extremists in 
Paris and San Bernardino, Calif. 

In the wake of those attacks, 
Zuckerberg wrote on his per¬ 
sonal Faceboolc page Wednes¬ 
day that he wants to assure 


Muslims they are welcome on 
Faceboolc and that “we will 
fight to protect your rights 
and create a peaceful and safe 
environment for you.” 

Republican presidential can¬ 
didate Donald Trump has pro¬ 
posed barring all Muslims from 
entering the United States. 
Other political leaders have 


condemned Trump’s proposal 
as discriminatoiy. 

Zuckerberg did not refer spe¬ 
cifically to any proposal, but 
the co-founder of the world’s 
biggest social network said, “As 
a Jew, my parents taught me 
that we must stand up against 
attacks on all communities.” 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 



U.S. presidential candidate Donald Trump speaks in Columbus, Ohio. He has said he shelved a 
trip to Israel in order to not pressure President Benjamin Netanyahu, the associated press file 


Trump postpones 
journey to Israel 


UNITED STATES 

Candidate says 
hell make trip 
"after I become 
president’ 

Republican Donald Trump has 
scrapped a planned trip to Is¬ 
rael, saying he will reschedule 
“at a later date after I become 
President of the U.S.” 

Trump tweeted Thursday 
that he is postponing the trip, 
which had become problematic 
for Israeli Prime Minister Ben¬ 
jamin Netanyahu. Viewed as a 
Republican Party supporter, 
Netanyahu’s position became 
risky after Trump called for 
keeping Muslims from entering 
the U.S. and making contro¬ 
versial comments to a Jewish 
group. 

Trump told Fox News there 
were many reasons he decided 


to hold off on a trip, among 
them that he didn’t want to 
put Netanyahu in a bind. 

“You know, he said, We have 
a meeting,’ and he looks for¬ 
ward to the meeting and all 
of that,” Trump said. “But I 
didn’t want to put him under 
pressure, No. 1. I also did it 
because I’m in the midst of a 
very powerful campaign that’s 
going very well and it was not 
that easy to do. So I would say 
lots of different reasons.” 

Trump has the Republican 
party in turmoil over his call 


for a temporaiy ban on Mus¬ 
lims entering the U.S. follow¬ 
ing last week’s mass shooting 
by an Islamic militant couple 
that killed 14 people in San 
Bernardino, Calif. 


Netanyahu’s office had said 
in a statement issued Wed¬ 
nesday he rejects Trump’s 
comments about Muslims 
but planned to move forward 
with the meeting with Trump. 

The Republican presidential 
candidate, who has maintained 
a wide lead in most early poll¬ 
ing, sparked criticism among 
many American Jews last week 
after speaking to a gathering of 
Jewish donors. He was booed 
after refusing to endorse Jeru¬ 
salem as the undivided capital 
of Israel. The U.S., like most of 


the international community, 
refuses to recognize Jerusalem 
as Israel’s capital and says the 
city’s status must be resolved 
in talks between Israel and the 
Palestinians, the associated press 
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I'm in the midst of a very 
powerful campaign that's 
going very well. Donald Trump 











met r* news 


RIDING HIGH FROM MAYOR TO PRESIDENT Mauricio Maori 
rides towards the presidential palace after he was sworn 
as Argentina's new president in Buenos Aires, Argentina, 
Thursday. Maori, former mayor of Buenos Aires who hails 
from one of Argentina's richest families, took the oath of of¬ 
fice in Congress in front of legislators, Latin American heads 
of state and other dignitaries, including former Spanish King 
Juan Carlos I. maria eugenia cerutti/the associated press 


SYRIA 

Insurgents 
back out 
of peace 
talks 

A powerful Syrian insurgent fac¬ 
tion pulled out of an opposition 
conference on Thursday in pro¬ 
test over the role given to groups 
it said are close to the Syrian gov¬ 
ernment, signalling continued 
divisions among rival factions 
ahead of proposed peace nego¬ 
tiations with President Bashar 
Assad’s government. 

Ahrar al-Sham, a Saudi-backed 
ultraconservative group that 
operates mainly in northern 
Syria, said in a statement that 
it was withdrawing also because 
the conference failed to “con¬ 
firm the Muslim identity of our 
people.” 

The group’s withdrawal came 
at the end of the two-day confer¬ 
ence in the Saudi Arabian capital, 
which sought to form a unified 
opposition ahead of proposed 
talks to end Syria’s conflict. 

Two opposition members said 
participants agreed on a frame¬ 
work to guide the proposed talks. 
They established a “supreme 
council” of 32 opposition mem¬ 
bers and representatives of rebel 
factions, the associated press 
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LEADING PROSPERITY THROUGH TECHNOLOGY 

Managing financial affairs and brokering sound business partnerships are all in a day's 
work for Justin Nand (Finance '13), President of NAIT's Students' Association. 
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Some of the4,000 dolls seized on a shipment bound for Palestinian stores, afp photo/ho/haifa 

CUSTOMS AUTHORITIES 


Officials seize dolls 
at Israeli Haifa Port 


ISRAEL 

Considered 
incitement of 
hate: Customs 

About 4,000 dolls — wearing 
traditional Palestinian scarves 
and holding cloth rocks — 
were seized last week by Is¬ 
raeli authorities, who say 
they were destined for the 
West Bank. 

Ram Alfia, of the Israel Tax 
Authority in Jerusalem, which 
oversees customs, said the 
dolls were discovered at the 
Haifa Port. They were in two 

© IN BRIEF 

Human smugglers face up 
to 35 years in prison 

Turkey's state-run news 
agency says prosecutors 
seek 35-year prison terms 
for two suspected human- 
smugglers held responsible 
for the drowning of Alan 
Kurdi, the 3-year-old Syrian 
migrant boy, whose images 
helped focus the world's 
attention on the Syrian 
refugee crisis. Prosecutors 
accused the two Syrians 
of negligence and migrant 
trafficking. Alan, his brother 
and mother drowned en 
route to the Greek island of 

KOS. THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


containers from the United 
Arab Emirates that were sup¬ 
posed to be carrying carpets, 
clothing and plastic products. 

The dolls wore light brown 
pants and white T-shirts. The 
bottoms of the checkered 
scarves, known as lcaffiyehs, 
were red, green, white and 
black, the colours of the Pal¬ 
estinian flag. In one raised 
arm, each plush toy held a 
small grey rock. 

Two Arabic phrases — 
roughly translated as “Jeru¬ 
salem for us” and “Jerusalem, 
here we come” — were writ¬ 
ten on the lcaffiyehs. 

Alfia said it was not im¬ 


mediately known for whom 
the dolls were intended. The 
dolls were not declared, Alfia 
said, but would not have been 
allowed to continue on their 
journey regardless because 
they were considered an in¬ 
citement of hate. 

In a video statement, Dep¬ 
uty Foreign Minister Tzipi 
Hotovely said the dolls are 
“being used to poison the 
minds of the young children 
in the Palestinian Authority.” 

In the latest surge of vio¬ 
lence this fall, at least 109 
Palestinians and 19 Israelis 
have been killed. 

TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 


IRAQ 

ISIL tactic maroons 
its own fighters 


Besieged ISIL militants in the 
Iraqi city of Ramadi destroyed a 
lock on the Euphrates River that 
served as a bridge as government 
forces sought to cement their 
gains around the militant-held 
city west of Baghdad. 

Since Iraq’s militaiy launched 
its push on Ramadi earlier this 
month, the militants have de¬ 
stroyed all other bridges lead¬ 
ing into the city, both on the 
Euphrates and its tributaiy, the 
Warar River. 

Iraqi Maj Gen. Ismail al- 


Mahlawi, the head of militaiy 
operations in the western Anbar 
province, said the lock destroyed 
Thursday was the last remaining 
bridge from the city centre to 
the northwest. 

The locks’ destruction leaves 
some 300 ISIL fighters trapped in 
the centre of the city, he added. 
Col. Steven Warren, the spokes¬ 
man for the U.S.-led coalition in 
Baghdad, said the destruction 
of the bridge may prove to be a 
tactical mistake for ISIL. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 
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UNITED STATES 

Shelters for immi grant children planned 


Federal officials plan to open 
three shelters in Texas and 
California to accommodate up 
to 1,400 unaccompanied im¬ 
migrant children as the num¬ 
ber of people crossing from 
Mexico into the United States 
continues to rise. 

After a decline in crossings 
following last year’s surge of 
children entering the United 
States, border crossings rose 
again this summer. In Octo¬ 
ber and November, 10,588 un¬ 


accompanied children have 
crossed the U.S.-Mexico border, 
according to the federal Border 
Patrol. That’s more than double 
the number for October and 
November last year. 

The increase led the U.S. De¬ 
partment of Health and Human 
Services to expand the num¬ 
ber of beds it has for children, 
the agency said in a statement 
Thursday. The agency said it 
was acting “out of an abun¬ 
dance of caution.” 


The number of families 
crossing the border also has 
gone up significantly. Figures 
released last month for Oc¬ 
tober indicated the number 
of family members crossing 
together tripled compared to 
October 2014, from about 2,100 
to more than 6,000. 

Two Texas facilities to take 
in children are the Sabine 
Creek Ranch in Rockwall Coun¬ 
ty and the Lakeview Camp and 
Retreat Center in Ellis County. 


Both are located in rural areas 
just outside Dallas. 

Rockwall County Judge 
David Sweet, the county’s top 
administrator, said in an inter¬ 
view Thursday his county to 
take in 300 children, all from 
Central America. 

“It goes without saying 
that we’re veiy sensitive (to) 
the plight of unaccompanied 
children,” Sweet said. But, he 
added, public safety “has to be 

my NO. 1.” THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 
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Blogger begins 
hunger strike 


SAID ARABIA 

Canadaand 
family aiming 
for his release 

Saudi blogger Raif Badawi, who 
was sentenced to receive 1,000 
lashes for his liberal writings, 
has started a hunger strike after 
being transferred to a remote 
prison, his wife has announced. 

In a post on her Faceboolc 
page, Ensaf Haidar said that 
her husband’s hopes of a par¬ 
don have been dashed because 
Shabbat Central Prison, where 
he was talcen Thursday, is re¬ 
served for those prisoners who 
have received a final verdict. 

“We are very alarmed at the 
prison administration decision 
to transfer my husband to the 
Shabbat Central and fear it may 
lead to the resumption of his 
flogging,” wrote Haidar, who 
lives with the couple’s three 
lcids in Sherbroolce, Que. 

“We hold the prison admin¬ 
istration responsible for any 
harm that Raif may suffer.” 

Badawi’s supporters have 
been pushing for a review of 
his case, buoyed by Quebec’s 
offer of an immigration certifi¬ 
cate in June and word from the 
Saudi supreme court that it was 
reviewing his case. 



Ensaf Haidar, wife of blogger 
Raif Badawi. 


THE CANADIAN PRESS 


Last month, Swiss Foreign 
Minister Yves Rossier an¬ 
nounced that negotiations 
for Badawi’s pardon were in 
the works. 

Badawi, the founder of a 
Saudi liberal blog, was arrested 
in 2012 and sentenced to 1,000 
lashes, 10 years in prison and 
a fine of more than $325,000 
for insulting religious author¬ 
ities. Badawi received the first 
50 lashes on Jan. 9 in Jeddah, 
but his punishment has since 
been postponed indefinitely. 

A collection of Badawi’s writ¬ 
ings, 1,000 Lashes, has been 
published in Quebec and in 
October, the European Union 
awarded him the prestigious 
Sakharov Prize for human 
rights. 

TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 



THE MISSING HUMAN RIGHTS PROTEST Relatives of people 
who have gone missing sit at a protest to mark International 
Human Rights Day in Srinagar, India, Thursday. According to 
Association of Parents of Disappeared Persons (APDP), more 
than 8,000 are untraceable since the beginning of the Kash¬ 
mir conflict in 1989, after being arrested by Indian security 
forces and other security agencies, daryasin/the associated press 
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Walmart steps into 
mobile payment war 



Walmart has begun testing its own mobile payment system that will allow shoppers to pay with 
any major credit or debit card or its own store gift card at the cash register, the associated press 


TECHNOLOGY 

Retailer going 
up against 
Apple, Google 
and Samsung 

Walmart, the world’s largest 
retailer, said it’s launching its 
own mobile payment system 
that will allow shoppers to 
pay with any major credit or 
debit card or its own store gift 
card through its existing smart¬ 
phone app at the cash register. 

It started testing the new 
payment feature Thursday at 
its stores in the Bentonville, 
Arkansas area, where the retail¬ 
er is based. It plans to launch 
the payment system called Wal¬ 
mart Pay in all 4,500-plus U.S. 
stores early next year. 

It’s part of Walmart’s over¬ 
all mobile strategy to making 
shopping easier and faster, 
but the launch is the latest 
salvo in the battle for mobile 
payments that’s in the early 
stages. Walmart has moved 
into the field as Apple’s one- 
year-old tap-and-pay system 
is being expanded to other 
merchants like Best Buy and 
KFC, and several months after 
Google launched the Android 


Pay mobile wallet app and Sam¬ 
sung came out with Samsung 
Pay. They’re all trying to get a 
piece of what could be a veiy 
lucrative business, but none 
of them have cracked the mar¬ 
ket so far. 

The move signals that Wal¬ 
mart believes it’s best to build 
its own system. “We are creat¬ 


ing a seamless shopping ex¬ 
perience that includes pay¬ 
ment,” Neil Ashe, president 
and CEO of Walmart’s global 
eCommerce, told reporters. 
“It’s fast. It’s simple, and it’s 
a secure way for customers to 
use their smartphone.” 

Walmart executives said 
that after evaluating various 


mobile options, they found 
that they had different con¬ 
straints, working only on cer¬ 
tain devices or payment types. 
Apple Pay requires iPhones. 
But Google’s own tap-and-pay 
services, Android Pay and Sam¬ 
sung’s Samsung Pay require 
Android phones. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


FINANCIAL KNOWLEDGE 

Investments spooking millennials: Poll 


A new poll suggests that two- 
thirds of millennials are in¬ 
vesting their money, but that 
most feel they don’t have ad¬ 
equate knowledge for the task. 

The poll done for CIBC found 
67 per cent of Canadians aged 
18 to 34 reported having invest¬ 
ments including stocks, GICs, 


bonds and mutual funds. 

However, 82 per cent said 
they didn’t know enough about 
investing. 

Meanwhile, the one-third of 
respondents who said they did 
not have any investments cited 
lack of financial knowledge 
and the fact that investing 


“intimidates” them as major 
reasons. 

Not having any money to in¬ 
vest and other financial prior¬ 
ities were also cited as reasons 
for not investing. 

Of those who do invest, 41 
per cent said they don’t get 
the returns they expect, while 


28 per cent found it hard to 
develop a long-term strategy. 

Sarah Widmeyer, head of 
wealth advisory services at 
CIBC, says while it’s good to 
see millennials recognize the 
importance of investing, they 
need help. 
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Choose from over 600 certificates and 
courses: from event management to first 
aid, furniture design to power engineering, 
or culinary to computer training. We have 
courses that build your skills and help you 
earn the credential you require for career 
advancement. We offer flexible study 
options in the evening, weekend or online to 
fit your lifestyle, pace and personal goals. 

Realize your ambition at 
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ACADEMIC UPGRADING 

Designed for adults from a variety of 
backgrounds. We offer courses to 
help the learner gain the entrance 
requirements for post-secondary 
programs. Semesters are 12-15 weeks 
in length with day, evening and online 
options available. 

ENGLISH AS A SECOND 
LANGUAGE 

NAIT's English as a Second Language 
(ESL) program prepares students 
for entry intoNAIT programs or the 
workforce. Experienced instructors 
help students develop the language 
skills they need to succeed. 

EVENING OPTIONS 

Academic Writing and Grammar 
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for Healthcare Professionals 
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TRADES 
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Learn from the best. Gain valuable 
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practice, lectures and demonstrations. 
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Gain the technology skills that 
companies are demanding whether 
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website design and digital media. 
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Dark times. Donald Trump's message is designed to provoke, but it provokes pain for 
many who deserve better from America, Deena Douara Karim argues, the associated press 


DEENA DOUARA KARIM: ON TRUMP'S DANGEROUS WORDS 

I'm weary of trying to convince 
people of things. That 
Islamophobia is prevalent and 
experienced by people I love. 

Or that what's happening today 
has little to do with religion. 

You know how I feel about Don¬ 
ald Trump. 

I’m a Muslim and an Amer¬ 
ican, and you know how I feel 
about Trump. 

I sat in the newsroom as 
he made his comments about 
banning Muslims from com¬ 
ing into the U.S. Someone ref¬ 
erenced Hitler, it was slotted 
for a news page (in Toronto, a 
brief) and we all went about 
our work. 

Meanwhile, I stared at the 
screen. Is it naive to continue 
to feel disbelief when eveiy 
outrageous statement is only 
incrementally more horrid 
than the one before? 

I’m weaiy of tiying to con¬ 
vince people of things. That 
Islamophobia is prevalent 
and experienced by people I 
love. Or that what’s happen¬ 
ing today has little to do with 
religion. 

Instead, I’ll tell you how it 
feels to hear Trump — a front- 
running candidate to lead the 
world’s most powerful coun¬ 
try — say he wants a “total 
and complete shutdown of 
Muslims entering the United 
States.” How it feels to hear 
supporters say “send them all 
back.” 

You know how I feel, but 
I hope you’ll still hear me 
say it. 

It feels like anger. Anger 
at the lies Trump knowingly 
spews that leave Muslims as 
casualties in very real ways, 

It feels like fear. 

Not fear 
I'll be patching 
crescents 
onto my coats 
anytime soon, 
but I do fear for 
the soul 
of the country 
I grew up in. 


at home and abroad. Anger at 
the blatantly false information 
that will shape how Amer¬ 
icans — and Canadians, too 
— view their co-workers and 
their neighbours. “I watched 
thousands and thousands of 
people cheering,” he says, of 
reactions to 9/11 in New Jer¬ 
sey — a claim supported by 
nothing and no one. Sugges¬ 
tions — a Muslim registry, ID 
cards — that push the bound¬ 
aries of what can be thought 
and vocalized. And anger at 
the muted response. Calls 
here and there to remove his 
name from a building, to be 
sure. But visceral outrage? For 
words that so closely parallel 
Hitler for a population with 
still-living links? I have to turn 
to Faceboolc for that. 

It feels like sadness. Like 
a friend, who was a refugee, 
hearing “ship them all back” 
from a Trump supporter. 
Would they send her family 
back, whatever the horror 
“back” represents? “I don’t 
want them here,” they say. 
“They need to go.” Sadness be¬ 
cause I suspect I have school 
friends who would now nod 
their heads, agreeing their 
famihes really would be safer 
this way. With sadness I recall 
the humour and generosity 
of Syrians I met years ago - 
the young hostel owners who 
shared their food, the man 


who talked about films as I 
bought cloth from him. Sad to 
hear them now compared to 
“rabid dogs,” by another can¬ 
didate, Ben Carson, and know 
they would have showered 
him with the same kindness. 

It feels like fear. Not fear I’ll 
be patching crescents onto my 
coats anytime soon, but I do 
fear for the soul of the coun- 
tiy I grew up in. What are we 
capable of when Trump calls 
waterboarding “peanuts”? 

Fear that people selling “anti¬ 
jihad” rifles who distribute 
Qur’ans for target practice 
will move into the main¬ 
stream, acknowledged and 
accepted in this “anti-political- 
correctness” ethos. 

It feels like wony. Like 
hearing friends select baby 
names based on their sound¬ 
ing not-too-Muslimy. Worry 
for how refugees — from 
Syria, Afghanistan, and Iraq 
— will be received and what 
future awaits them when 
many in the world’s wealthi¬ 
est nation see them as ticking 
time bombs. 

It feels like bafflement. 

How the veiy people who ac¬ 
cept thousands of casualties 
from guns will take all meas¬ 
ures to brace against a single 
death by “Muslim.” Gun- 
rights principles above all, but 
no principles that stand by 
people like me. 


It feels like frustration. 
Hearing experts agree that 
inflammatory rhetoric leads 
to greater isolation and rad- 
icalization in dark and vulner¬ 
able comers at home, and 
emboldens groups like ISIL 
abroad, meaning that Trump 
and his compatriots help cre¬ 
ate the world they purport to 
combat. Fmstration because 
high-profile comments give 
people permission to express 
their nastiest inclinations. 
Fmstration with the lack of 
transparency around mass 
killings when they are perpe¬ 
trated by Muslims — who 
always wind up dead, and 
who always inspire alternate 
stories, “conspiracy theories,” 
difficult to ignore. 

There is no need to reassure 
me Tmmp will not win the 
presidency, or that a registiy 
system would never pass. It 
does not matter. Tmmp is no 
lone loon — he has support 
and admiration; has other 
candidates seething that he’s 
captured the hate vote. 

The statements that evoke 
these feelings are harmful, 
now. They have repercus¬ 
sions, now. And they change 
the America that I grew up 
in, now. 

Deena Douara Karim is a 

journalist and photographer. 
She tweets at @Deena_Do. 
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For a joyful New Year's 
prediction, just talk 
to Tomson Highway 



Tomson Highway's aura is 
infectious. His grin. His self- 
described "spectacular joy." 

"I have a mental condition 
that is worsening as I get older. 
It's called ridiculousness," he 
says right after we meet, look¬ 
ing thoroughly pleased. For the 
next 10 minutes every answer 
contains a punchline. 

"Shall we disrobe?" he asks 
playfully, taking off his over¬ 
sized track jacket. He wears 
square glasses and a black 
tuque that he pushes up over 
his ears as we talk. 

The acclaimed playwright, 
novelist and pianist is in Toron¬ 
to for a cabaret retrospective 
of his work, Songs In The Key 
of Cree, on Sunday. Highway, 
a classically trained pianist, 
has been writing songs for 14 
years, the kind that, at a recent 
run in Saskatoon, garner stand¬ 
ing ovations so great even 
"People in wheelchairs leaped 
from their wheelchairs!" 

"Language is music," he says 
— one of his oft-repeated lines, 
and notes I've been laughing in 
4/4 time. 

Highway speaks Cree, 

French and English among 
others, and travels extensively 
"for the beautiful people" and 
the languages. 

He's called himself a linguis¬ 
tic activist, and argues each 
language contains "a secret to 
the functioning of the human 
organism." Learning a new 
tongue offers insight, he says, 
and that chance to truly listen. 

I ask him about Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau, who 
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won praise this week for his 
new attitude to indigenous 
Canadians. 

"Yes, he's opening his mind 
and his heart, and he's listen¬ 
ing," says Highway. Compared 
to Stephen Harper, who had a 
"heart of ice" and spoke only 
of the economy, Trudeau is 
"talking about human issues, 
issues that matter to humanity. 
That means there's room for 
change," he says. 

And Highway sees Canada's 
Aboriginal Peoples on the 
precipice of great change. He 
believes pain and trauma are 
the birthplace of beauty and 
creativity. From manure, as he 
puts it, comes vegetation. 

"I think we're on the verge 
of something extraordinary as 
native people. Collectively as 
a nation, we have suffered a 
certain kind of trauma, which 
brings us to the threshold of 
extraordinary achievement. 
That's what I'm here to help 
with, to help open to the door 
to extraordinary achievement, 
and I think it's going to be 
spectacular." 

I tell him that's the best 
prediction for the new year I've 
ever heard. 

Highway — who speaks far 
too quickly for note-taking — 
seems like he could philoso¬ 
phize like this forever, but 
nothing serious can ward off 
his humour. He makes a joke 
about flattery and flatulence as 
we shake hands goodbye. 

"Every moment of every day 
should be an act of joy," he 
says. "I dance down the street." 
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Chris Hemsworth isn't the only actor to change his weight for a role, but the practice can take its toll on the body, handout 


r ||. MOVIE RATINGS 

by Richard Crouse 

In the Heart of the Sea ★★★ 

The Danish Girl ★★★ 

Carol ★★★★ 

Youth ★★★★ 

HOW RATING WORKS 

★ ★★★ SEE IT 

★ ★★ WORTHWHILE 

★ ★ UP TO YOU 

★ SKIP IT 


IN THE HEART OF THE SEA 

Hemsworth 
lost 33 pounds 
to play sailor 

Richard r rJ 
Crouse 

For Metro Canady 

In the Heart of the Sea features 
less of Chris Hemsworth than 
we’ve seen on screen before. 
He’s in virtually eveiy scene, but 
for much of the film the usually 
bulked up Thor star is set adrift 
in a raft, starving and physically 
much less imposing than usual. 

The movie is an old-fashioned 
whale of a tale. Literally. 

Based on the true stoiy said 
to have inspired Moby Dick, it’s 


about whalers battling not only 
repeated assaults from the one 
whale who fought back, but 
also malnourishment and de¬ 
hydration. 

At sea for three months in 
tiny whaleboats the men are 
pushed to the edge of sanity, 
taking drastic steps to survive. 

To convincingly play a starv¬ 
ing sailor Hemsworth trimmed 
33 pounds off his already toned 
6’2 3/4” frame. 

“My crazy diet would make 
you pass out from exhaustion,” 
he said. At certain points he was 
eating just 500 or 600 calories — 
that’s less than a combo lunch 
meal at most fast-food places — 
in the form of a boiled egg, two 
crackers and a celeiy stick a day. 

Hemsworth and his underfed 
cast mates passed away the time 
with conversations “about our 


favourite foods and what we 
would eat when we finished 
the film.” 

The actor says losing that 
amount of weight isn’t some¬ 
thing he’d like to do again, but 
adds, “by those final sequences 
when we were supposed to be 
exhausted and emotional. We 
were feeling that way off screen 
too, so it helped.” 

Dramatic weight loss isn’t 
new — actors have been yo-yo 
dieting for roles for years — but 


doctors say rapid body mass re¬ 
duction can lead to malnutri¬ 
tion, maladies like gallstones 
and worse. In other words, as 
Christian Bale who dumped 60 
pounds for his role in The Ma¬ 
chinist says, “ft ain’t great for 
your health.” 

Still, actors take on dramatic 
diets to aid in their dramatic 
work. Anne Hathaway dropped 
25 pounds by food deprivation 
and exercise to make Les Mis- 
erables while Matthew Mc- 


Conaughey survived eating 
only Diet Coke, egg whites and 
a piece of chicken a day to play 
AIDS patient Ron Woodroof in 
Dallas Buyers Club. According to 
The Playhst he stopped dieting 
when “people stopped asking if 
he was all right and started sug¬ 
gesting he seek help.” 

Just as common are actors 
who gain weight. Russell Crowe 
gained 63 pounds to play a CIA 
bigwig in Body of Lies, George 
Clooney gained 35 pounds for 
Syriana and Renee Zellweger 
gained 30 pounds for Bridget 
Jones’s Diary, lost it, only to re¬ 
gain it for the sequel. 

Jared Leto who lost 40 pounds 
to play Rayon in Dallas Buyer’s 
Club, gained 67 pounds for the 
film Chapter 27 by drinking 
melted pints of chocolate Haa- 
gen Dazs ice cream mixed with 


olive oil and soy sauce “to get 
me bloated even more.” 

Why do actors alter their bod¬ 
ies? Some call it dedication while 
cynics suggest it’s an easy Oscar. 
Physical transformations (plus 
acting talent) brought Robert 
DeNiro, Charlize Theron and Mc- 
Conaughey to the winner’s circle. 

But some actors have sworn 
off manipulating their weight. 
Jim Carrey turned down a role 
in the Three Stooges biopic that 
would have required him to 
gain 40 to 50 pounds and Tom 
Hanks blames gaining and los¬ 
ing weight for roles with him 
developing Type 2 diabetes. 

“I’ve talked to a number of 
actors who have gained weight 
for roles and — just out of the 
sheer physical toll on one’s knees 
and shoulders — no-one wants 
to do it again,” he told the BBC. 
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THE TV DINNER JESSICA ALLEN 


"I think In the Heart of the 
Sea is the only book that 
gave me actual nightmares" 


THE MOVIE: THE MEAL: 

In the Heart of the Sea Cod au gratin 




Director Ron Howard’s In 
the Heart of the Sea is the 
latest reimagining of the 
1820 sinking of the Amer¬ 
ican whaling ship Essex. 
After a sperm whale attack 
destroyed their vessel, 20 
sailors were shipwrecked 
at sea thousands of miles 
off the coast of South 
America. Only eight men 
survived, partly on account 
of cannibalizing those who 
didn’t. 

Chris Hemsworth plays 
Owen Chase, the Essex’s 
first mate who wrote a 
book in 1821 about the 
ship’s horrifying final voy¬ 
age. That book provided in¬ 
spiration for Herman Mel¬ 
ville’s Moby-Diclc in 1851. 
Meanwhile, Nathaniel 
Philbriclc read both Chase 
and Melville and published 
In the Heart of the Sea in 
2000, which Howard has 
now turned into a movie, 
which you can see starting 
Friday. 

“Don’t you remember 
how terrifying it was?” 
Simon recently asked of 
Philbriclc’s acclaimed best¬ 
seller. “I think it’s the only 
book that gave me actual 
nightmares.” 

“I read it?” 

“We both read it,” he re¬ 


minded me, “in Newfound¬ 
land.” 

That was 10 years ago. I 
had planned for months to 
go live by myself in a tiny 
outport called Grand Bruit, 
where my dad owned a 
house. Although I’d never 
published a single word, I 
was going to write a novel. 
A few months before I left 
Toronto I made another le¬ 
viathan leap: although we’d 
only been dating for about 
eight months, I asked 
Simon to come with me. 

Imagine this: no cars, 
no roads, a general store, 
a church, a school, which 
two 12-year-olds attended, 
and some 30 permanent 
residents. We arrived in au¬ 
tumn and stayed through 
the winter. When we ice- 
skated on the endless 
network of frozen ponds 
nestled high up in the 
tuckamore-covered hills, 
it felt like we lived in a 
snow globe. Everywhere 
we looked — towards the 


ocean, the mountains, the 
cheerfully coloured saltbox 
houses — was picture-per¬ 
fect. If only Instagram had 
existed. 

And we read. The book 
that I most associate with 
Grand Bruit is Moby-Diclc. I 
don’t think that’s entirely 
on account of it being the 
great American novel. It 
was the time — I was just 
about to turn 30 — and the 
place: sitting at night in 
front of the old Franklin 
stove with the wind whip¬ 
ping so fiercely outside 
that it felt like the house 
— which, coincidentally, 
reminded me of a ship’s 
hull — would blow down. 

We also ate: chow chow 
and copper pennies, par- 
tridgeberry pudding and 
balceapple cheesecake, cod 
tongue, boiled vegetables 
flavoured with salt pork, 
salt cod flavoured with salt 
pork, and, my favourite, 
cod au gratin. 

On Sunday night I pulled 


out my well-worn copy of 
What’s Cooking in Grand 
Bruit, a collection of reci¬ 
pes compiled by the United 
Church women’s associa¬ 
tion. There on page 25 was 
a cod au gratin recipe: 
make a roux of butter, 
flour and milk; add onion; 
pour over fresh cod fillets; 
top with bread crumbs and 
grated Cheddar cheese; 
bake. 

It was so simple to make 
— and satisfying — that 
I wondered why I haven’t 
made it more often. Maybe 
because my cod au gratin 
will never be as memor¬ 
able as the fine people who 
made it for us, and cared 
for us, all those years ago. 

And the novel I was sup¬ 
posed to write? In those six 
glorious months I wrote 12 
pages. But boy, did I live. 


Jessica Allen is the digital 
correspondent on CTV's 
The Social. 


> ENTERTAINMENT BRIEFS 


Matt Damon to speak 
at MIT where he once 
played a janitor 

Matt Damon shot to fame 
in the 1997 movie Good 
Will Hunting as a gifted 
janitor at the Massachu¬ 
setts Institute of Tech¬ 
nology. Now, he has 
been selected to de¬ 
liver the university's 
2016 commencement 
address. 

MIT announced Thurs 
day that the Academy 
Award-winning actor, 
filmmaker, social ac¬ 
tivist and Cambridge 
native will address 
graduates on June 3. 

Damon said in a 
statement that it's an 


honour to be named com¬ 
mencement speaker "at a 
school that I couldn't have 
gotten into." 

MIT President L. Rafael 
Reif says Damon has 
"made us think about our 
world in new ways, 
and through his 
service, he has 
made it a bet¬ 
ter place." the 
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Michelle Obama and 
Jay Pharoah of SNL rap 
a "go to college" video 

America is seeing a new 
side of Michelle Obama, 
this time as rap artist. 

The first lady and "Sat¬ 
urday Night Live" actor 
Jay Pharoah rhyme on a 
new video to encourage 
students to "go to college" 
and "fill your head with 
knowledge." 

She also sings a brief 
solo about her Chicago 
hometown, with body 
movements and facial ex¬ 
pressions like professional 
rappers. 

The video is part of Mrs. 
Obama's new Better Make 
Room campaign to pro¬ 



vide teens with the resour¬ 
ces they need to pursue 
higher education. 

The campaign is part 
of a broader initiative by 
the first lady to encour¬ 
age students to continue 
their education after high 
school. 

The comedy website 
College Humor released 
the brief video Thursday. 
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Chris Hemsworth and Charlotte Riley in the action adventure In the Heart of the Sea. contributed 

Inside the heart of 
Chris Hemsworth 


INTERVIEW 

Actor talks 
fame, Thor and 
working with 
Ron Howard 

Hosting Saturday Night Live ear¬ 
lier this year, Chris Hemsworth 
exaggerated his swift ascent in 
Hollywood: “If a jacked Aus¬ 
tralian with a perfect face can 
make it, anyone can,” he said 
in a mock American Express ad. 

Hemsworth, the 32-year-old 
Australian actor known the 
world over as Thor, appears 
as if perfectly chiseled out of 
movie star granite. But what¬ 
ever his considerable natural 
gifts, Hemsworth has proven 
an interesting actor inclined 
to use his powerful screen pres¬ 
ence in roles that both exalt it 
and upend it. 

In In the Heart of the Sea, 
which opens Friday, he reteams 
with Ron Howard, who directed 
him in Rush, the 2013 movie 
that yielded Hemsworth’s most 
confident starring performance 
as the Formula One driver James 
Hunt. 

In Heart of the Sea, a re¬ 
counting of the plight of the 
Essex (the cursed whaling ship 
that inspired Herman Melville’s 
Moby-Diclc), Hemsworth plays 
the swashbuckling first mate. 
Shipwrecked by a mammoth 
sperm whale, Hemsworth’s 
heroic seaman is humbled, left 
a gaunt survivor. 

It’s the kind of duality that 
defines Hemsworth: a hunk but 
a family man (he has three kids); 


an Avengers superhero but a tal¬ 
ented comic actor. Along with 
his shirtless cameo in Vacation 
and playing the receptionist in 
the upcoming Ghostbusters, he 
hosts SNL again on Saturday. 

In a recent interview, Hems¬ 
worth discussed his new film, 
the box-office disappointment 
Blackhat and the stresses of be¬ 
ing a Norse god. 

Do you ever feel any pres¬ 
sure to live up to Thor? 

You feel like you’ve tricked 
eveiyone successfully. I never 
felt big enough playing Thor. 
And then people talk about 
you like you’re nine-foot tall 
and 800 pounds. I’m well 
aware of the illusion. There’s 
not a second where I go: 

Yeah, I’m a god. 

Are you aware there’s an¬ 
other Thor in New York 
right now? It’s the nickname 
of the hard-throwing New 
York Mets pitcher Noah Syn- 
dergaard. 

(Laughs) I’ll look him up! I 
think he’s far more godlike 
than me. 

The best scene of Thor must 
have been when Thor tries 
coffee for the first time, 
slams it on the floor and de¬ 
mands another. 

It’s funny, that’s probably 
closer to me than the ser¬ 
ious, gladiatorial-type Thor. 

I’d rather have fun with it. 

It comes easier. When doing 
Thor, those scenes where he 
(lowers voice) spoke like this 
and everything was grand 
and big, people thought: 


That’s what he is. Saturday 
Night Live and Vacation, as 
well, are good opportunities 
to go: Actually it’s not. 

What was your experience 
on Michael Mann’s cyber¬ 
crime thriller Blackhat, 
which some critics defended 
but which flopped at the box 
office? 

Really hard, actually. I love 
Michael and it was great. But 
I do wish I had done more of 
what I truly wanted to do. I 
remember being so in awe of 
him that I said I would just 
do anything he said, regard¬ 
less of whether I agreed with 
it. And that’s a real danger be¬ 
cause someone hires you be¬ 
cause they want to you bring 
what you’re going to bring 
to the table. I was just so in 
awe of Michael Mann that I 
went, “Yep, cool. Wherever 
you want me.” So I don’t feel 
like it was my performance 
so much. And that wasn’t the 
fault of Michael Mann. 

You and Howard, however, 
seem to be a good team. 

I can’t speak for him but for 
me (Rush) was the first time I 
felt I was truly in an environ¬ 
ment where I could just take 
risks and explore. Something 
felt sort of pure about that 
experience. And it was prob¬ 
ably the role, too, something 
I directly related to or liked 
about that character. Full of 
insecurity and fear but also 
cockiness and overconfi¬ 
dence. It was all these contra¬ 
dictory things. 
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Alicia Vikander was nominated for a Golden Globe award for best actress in a motion picture 
drama for her role in The Danish Girl, focus features/the associated pressw 


Learning to let go 


INTERVIEW 

Vikander talks 
the emotional 
journey of a 
historic couple 

Matt Cl 

Prigge 

Metro I 

Before she read the script, Alicia 
Vikander says she wasn’t aware 
The Danish Girl had a strong 
second female role. It’s the tale 
of Lili Elbe (played by Eddie Red- 
mayne), one of the first people, 
in the 1920s, to transition from 
male to female. That also meant 
parting ways with Gerda, her 
wife from when she was Einar, an 
esteemed painter. The Ex Mach- 
ina actress takes the other lead, 
and she says — speaking to us 
while making the next Bourne 
movie — the film explores both 
a transgender pioneer and what 
her transition did to her relation¬ 
ship with Gerda, who had to find 
strength to let her go. 

You do a lot of period films, 
from A Royal Affair to Anna 
Karenina to Testament of 


Youth. Do you sometimes feel 
lost going from one era to an¬ 
other? 

I get stuck in them. Sometimes I 
don’t know what centuiy I’m in. 
But it’s a great skill to have as an 
actor, to have sets and costumes 
already there. It does a lot for you 
to be able to throw yourself into 
a new stoiy and immediately get 
a sense of the world you’re in 
when you get there. 

The Danish Girl does bringyou 
back to portraying Scandinav¬ 
ian culture. 

It’s part of my histoiy and my 
life growing up. Back during A 
Royal Affair, I loved being back 
in the 18th centuiy. I was able 
to find personal connections to 
Caroline Mathilde (her charac¬ 
ter), and it gave me a lot to be¬ 
ing someone’s voice from such a 
long time ago.... With The Danish 
Girl we tried to find historical in¬ 
spirations, but it was also about 
meeting people, who had such 
generosity, in the transgender 
community, especially people 
like my character who had been 
friends or loved ones of people 
transitioning. 

What kinds of things did you 
learn from people who had 


been close to people transi¬ 
tioning? 

Eveiy single stoiy ends up being 
extremely different. Sometimes 
they said it was tough to give 
them that time. They said they 
were also transitioning. Like any 
couple going through a huge 
change, they both needed to 
find their feet on the ground in 
a new location. That’s something 
I could relate to with whatever 
you’re going through as every¬ 
thing’s changing around. 

I'd argue this is also a great 
break-up film, and one that 
isn’t about a couple who split 
bitterly. It’s about their strug¬ 
gles to maintain a connection 
despite parting ways. 

Love includes being able to let 
that person go, the person you 
love the most. You still have af¬ 
fection for someone, even when 
things get bad. It was a unique 
stoiy, but I was amazed by the 
romantic aspect, and the love 
between them. Of course they go 
off on different roads, but they 
go on the same journey.... They 
know that and they’re still able 
to reach out and tell the other 
person they’re connected some¬ 
how. That’s something I felt from 
page one to the end. 
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Eddie Redmayne is up for a Golden Globe for best actor in a drama for his role in The Danish Girl, focus features via ap 

Redmayne’s re-education 


INTERVIEW 

Actor gained 
insight from 
transgender 
community 

Matt 

Prigge 

Metro | New York 


Eddie Redmayne is veiy aware of 
how much has changed in the 
last couple years. Mainstream ac¬ 
ceptance of the trans community 
has been on the rise, and there 
is now greater demand for trans 
roles to be played by trans actors, 
as with Laveme Cox on Orange 
is the New Black and the cast of 
Tangerine. 

Redmayne, to his credit, took 
the subject veiy seriously as soon 
as he was involved with The Dan¬ 
ish Girl, about Lili Elbe, one of 
the first people to transition from 
male to female, a number of 
years ago. 

The Oscar-winner talks about 
how his education meant more 
to him than just doing a film. 

You actually won your Oscar 
for The Theory ofEverything 
while you were shooting The 
Danish Girl. That must have 
been a gear-shift. 

We were quite in the thick of 
shooting. I flew out to Los An¬ 
geles with my wife, and it was 


the most frenzied, adrenaline- 
fuelled two days of euphoria 
and excitement. There was 
so much adrenaline pumping 
into my body I can barely re¬ 
member any of it. 

The next thing I knew we 
were back on set, doing a 
scene where Lily was under¬ 
going surgeiy I was lying 
there on this bed and the 


whole thing felt like this weird 
dream. Veiy odd. 

You were involved with this 
for a few years before it was 
finally green-lit. It seems 
like that gave you time to re¬ 
search and get it right. 

Until it was green-fit, it was 
more about learning for my 
own sake. I’d been attached 


to it, then it didn’t look like 
it was happening. Then 
when I was working with 
Lana Wachowski (on Jupiter 
Ascending), I mentioned Lili 
and Gerda (her former wife, 
played by Alicia Vilcander) to 
her, and she was incredibly 
passionate about her stoiy 
and spoke so eloquently about 
Gerda’s paintings of Lili. She 


pointed me to where I should 
start educating myself. Then 
once it got green-iit, I started 
meeting members of the trans 
community from different 
generations. Eveiyone was so 
stunningly generous in shar¬ 
ing their experiences in order 
to educate me. Above and be¬ 
yond the film, life-wise it was 
an amazing thing. 


What lands of things in par¬ 
ticular did you learn? 

I’d always summed that being 
transgender involved some 
form of physical transforma¬ 
tion, and I realized that’s abso¬ 
lutely not the case. It’s entirely 
to do with what’s in one’s 
mind. Whether one has under¬ 
gone any physical changes is 
neither here nor there. All the 
women I talked to described 
how they had known from a 
veiy early age that they were 
a different gender than that 
which they’d been assigned at 
birth. What was important for 
me was that when Lili was liv¬ 
ing as Einar, she was uncom¬ 
fortable in this guise. 

The Lili oflater in the film is 
very different from when she 
was first transitioning. 

I spoke to one trans woman in 
Los Angeles who described ear¬ 
ly in her transition, there was 
an experimentation of trying 
makeup. Perhaps she would 
put too much makeup on or 
wear clothes that were overly 
feminine. She made mistakes, 
almost. She called it “hyper¬ 
feminization.” She related it to 
a young girl’s puberty or ado¬ 
lescence — of trying things. 
Looking at Gerda’s paintings 
of Lili, the poses are quite fem¬ 
inine and almost heightened. 
That was an insight. As she’s 
unpeeling and finding herself, 
she’s almost copying. 
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Daisy Ridley is not 
giving away anything 



Daisy Ridley plays Rey in The Force Awakens. handout 


STAR WARS 

J J Abrams had his 
very own Yoda 


INTERVIEW 

Actress talks 
Star Wars, 
keeps movie’s 
secrets 

Daisy Ridley may not be as brave 
as her character in Star Wars: 
The Force Awakens, but she’s 
close. 

In her first-ever film role, the 
23-year-old British-born actress 
plays Rey, a pilot and scavenger 
at the centre of the action in the 
hugely anticipated Episode VII. 

The hardest thing about the 
job, Ridley said, was overcoming 
her own fears. 

“It’s one thing for other 
people to see potential in you 
and it’s quite another for you 
to understand that and see it 
in yourself,” she said. 

“So of course everyone else be¬ 
ing wonderful helps, but there’s 
a certain level of growth... you 
have to do as a person... It’s just 
like life times a million.” 

Right now, that life is a snif- 
fley one that includes lots of 
airplanes and interviews. 

The film’s nonstop promo¬ 
tional schedule has left Ridley 
with a cold that has her wrapped 
in a winter coat on a recent 
warm Southern California day. 

But even illness doesn’t weak¬ 
en her resolve when it comes to 
keeping the film’s hotly guarded 
secrets. 

Though co-star Harrison Ford 
has said Rey wields a lightsaber 
in the film, Ridley deflected the 
question when asked directly. 

“Finn and Kylo have a fight 
with a lightsaber,” is all she 
would say, referring to co-stars 
John Boyega and Adam Driver, 
whose tussle has already been 
shown in the film’s trailers. 


The actress did undergo 
months of physical training 
to prepare for her role, a regi¬ 
men that included weightlifting, 
climbing and “staff training” — 
footage shows Rey running and 
fighting with a staff. 

How much different could a 
lightsaber be? 

“I had to look like I could 


look after myself in the desert 
and drag and scavenging things 
across sand,” she said. 

The youngest of five, Ridley 
appeared in small roles in med¬ 
ical and crime television dramas 
in the U.K. before capturing 
director J.J. Abrams’ attention 
in her audition for The Force 
Awakens. 


It's one thing for 
other people to 
see potential in 
you and it's quite 
another for you 
to understand 
that and see it in 

yourself. 

Daisy Ridley 


The film’s set transported 
Ridley to the Star Wars world, 
where Abrams and the cast 
helped allay an initial feeling 
she describes as “terror.” 

“Luckily, to have J.J. there, 
who is so kind and considerate 
and encouraging, and to have a 
crew of people who made me 
feel safe and not rushed and not 
pressured, that is precisely what 
took the pressure off.” 

So did bonding with Boyega. 
The two would sing songs from 
The Lion King before shooting 
their scenes and explored the 
markets of Abu-Dhabi on their 
one shared day off. 

“We got on so well,” Ridley 
said. 

“It was so much fun all the 
time, and to have him with me 
through this whole thing, both 
in filming and afterward, has 
been incredible.” 

One thing the actress isn’t 
prepared for is the level of fame 
she’s likely to experience. She 
tries not to think about it. 

“The fame side of things is a 
weird twist that I’m not kind of 
interested in,” she said. 

“If I was going to be recog¬ 
nized for anything, Star Wars 
is all right.” the associated press 


J.J. Abrams can’t really settle on a 
favourite moment from his saga 
of directing, co-writing and co¬ 
producing Star Wars: The Force 
Awakens, but this one isn’t bad. 

“Being here now means we’re 
actually finished with the movie, 
which is a relief,” Abrams said 
with Jedi calm. 

Perched in a small living room 
setup inside the cavernous Los 
Angeles Convention Center, this 
is the final stretch of Abrams’ 
journey to this galaxy far, far 
away and back again, which 
started nearly three years ago. 

Lucasfilm’s creative executive 
Pablo Hidalgo helped you an¬ 
swer questions about the Star 
Wars universe during the 
making of the film. Did you 
ever stump him? 

He was not only unstump- 
able but he was immediate. I 
would send him an email at 
almost any hour asking some 
arcane question and I’d hit 
send and I’d hear “ding” and 
he’d already have responded 
with an answer. What you 
realize, by the way, in working 
on these movies is that even 
things that are canon, that are 
beloved and absolute to fans, 
are veiy much fluid and in 
flux. For example, the Millen¬ 
nium Falcon itself, the cockpit 
changed dramatically from the 
first to the second movie. It’s 
much bigger in The Empire 
Strikes Back. Even things that 
are even the most fundamen¬ 
tal and beloved are changing 
before our eyes and we don’t 
even notice it. 

What do you think is the 


ideal way to watch The Force 
Awakens? 

As someone who really hasn’t 
been the most vocal advocate 
of 3-D, the strangest thing hap¬ 
pened to me on this. When I 
was watching the reels in 3-D, 
there were a number of shots 
— and I know this sounds 
insane — that I hadn’t under¬ 
stood in the three-dimensional 
space quite the way I did when 
I saw them in 3-D. I actually 
felt that there were things that 
were playing better in 3-D. I 
had never felt that before. And 
if people have access to a the¬ 
atre that has laser projection, 
it is shockingly better. 

Really? 

You cannot compare a trad¬ 
itionally projected image with 
a laser image. The blacks are 
true blacks. It’s almost as if 
you have to adjust to it. 

But definitely theatrical? 

The thing that is so fun about 
Star Wars, and I remember 
this from when I was a kid, 
was the communal experi¬ 
ence of being with hundreds 
of people and getting to 
scream and laugh and cheer 
and cry with the stoiy. It’s got 
that kind of a pulse and that 
kind of an engine. Though I 
love that we all have access to 
movies on the devices in our 
pockets and I love that home 
screens are often better than 
theatre 17 at the multiplex, I 
also feel like movies speak to 
a human desire, if not need, to 
congregate and to experience 
stories communally. 
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I was most surprised that the 
studio never said no. That's 
incredible to me. 

Director J.J. Abrams 
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Aurora at Summerside 



Located at 2105-68 Street SW, this brand new one and two bedroom rental community provides residents 
with location and style. With 125 suites in two buildings, Aurora offers modern, spacious rooms within the 
dynamic and family friendly neighbourhood of Summerside. Suites range in size from 716 sq ft to 1041 sq 
ft and vary between 5 different open concept floor plans. 


SUITES INCLUDE: Free Telus cable, phone and internet for one year, 6 appliances (fridge, stove, dishwasher, 
microwave, washer and dryer), balcony or patio, window coverings, surface parking stall, granite countertops 
throughout, superior construction, extensive sound proofing. 


BUILDING AMENITIES: Security cameras in parking area and main floor corridors, elevator access to all floors, 
air conditioned hallways, onsite fitness facility, close to schools, parks & trails, shopping & professional 
services, on bus route, professionally landscaped exterior, 24 hour emergency maintenance. Smoke free 
building, secure in building mail room, professionally managed by Ayre & Oxford Inc. 


PET FRIENDLY 
BUILDING 

FREE TELUS 

Cable, Internet 
a Home Phone 

($1,700.00 Value) 




Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday & Friday 
2-8 

Saturday & Sunday 12-4 


Sunday Noon-4 


For inquiries please call 780-905-1877 or 780-465-3835 • Ayre & Oxford Inc 

Open 24/7 at www.rentaurora.ca 
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Balancing the funny and the serious 


PEOPLE PLACES THINGS 

Kiwi actor 
departs from 
his usual roles 
in new film 


Steve 

Gow 


Jemaine Clement is perhaps 
Hollywood’s least likely lead¬ 
ing man — if only because he 
doesn’t really want to be one. 

“I’ve had a couple of things 
that were more dramatic or 
more a leading role (but) I 
wasn’t interested in doing a 
leading role,” explained the 
Kiwi comic-actor over the line 
from New Zealand. 

“I think I just wanted to 
do other kinds of things like 
writing and doing music.” 

One half of the popular 
Flight of the Conchords, 
Clement has been active 
since the comedy duo’s HBO 
series final episode aired in 
2009 but mostly working in 
the shadows as a supporting 
player in movies like Dinner 
With Schmuclcs or Muppets 



Most Wanted. 

With this Friday’s VOD re¬ 
lease of the dramedy People 
Places Things however, Clem¬ 
ent took on the rare role as 
leading man because “this 
time the idea didn’t bother 
me; it didn’t intimidate me 
like it once did.” 

In the film, Clement plays 
a graphic novelist flailing 
emotionally after he catches 
the mother of his twin girls 
having an affair with a mu¬ 
tual pal. 

Forced into single father¬ 
hood, he must juggle the 
minefield of being a dad and 
dating in Manhattan. 

“Usually if someone is fail¬ 
ing as a father, they’re (less) 
in the story and you may not 
see that they have good inten¬ 
tions — you may not see that 
they’re trying,” said Clem¬ 
ent, of his pull to the part 
that’s drawn praise for its 
delicate balance of humour 
and hardship. 

“Like real life, it’s not all 
jokes and it’s not all sad — 
it’s somewhere in between.” 

Although Clement has 
been lauded for this com¬ 
passionate leading man, he 
insists his aspirations lie in 



Jemaine Clement, with Aundrea Gadsby and Gia Gadsby, in People Places Things, handout 


remaining a supporting actor. 

In fact, he has even begun 
talking with his former part¬ 
ner Bret McKenzie about re¬ 
uniting Flight of the Con- 
chords — although a return 


to television is rather un¬ 
likely. 

“It was like making a sit¬ 
com and recording an album 
in the time that you’d usu¬ 
ally do one of those things. 


Either one of those things 
is hard enough,” reminisced 
Clement. 

“I enjoyed that (but) it’s 
just that in the whole TV ser¬ 
ies, it was a lot to do.” 


Q FAVOURITES 

Jemaine Clement's 
favourite person, 
place and thing: 

Favourite person 

"Probably my son" admit¬ 
ted the comedian. "Usual¬ 
ly I would answer my mum 
so it's between them — 
they have to fight it out." 

Favourite place 

"The Coromandel in New 
Zealand is really beauti¬ 
ful," said Clement of the 
country's popular holiday 
destination. "But New York 
is my favourite city so that 
will just have a battle too." 

Favourite thing 

"That's easy, my guitar," 
laughed Clement, who is 
planning on reuniting with 
his musical partner for 
Flight of the Conchords. 
"We have been hanging 
out and doing a little writ¬ 
ing. It's not intensive yet 
(but) in a few months we'll 
be back into it." 
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"There has to be another Michael Jackson out there. There 
has to be another Supremes," says Kelly Rowland. 

JOHN BAZEMORE/THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Kelly Rowland is busy 
chasing her own destiny 


INTERVIEW 

Singer looks 
for the next 
girl-group 
superstars 

If fans are anticipating a Des¬ 
tiny’s Child reunion album, 
Kelly Rowland says don’t ex¬ 
pect one anytime soon. 

These days, Rowland is 
focused on recording solo 
music and filming a docu¬ 
mentary series called Chasing 
Destiny, which premieres on 
BET in April. She completed a 
three-city quest in New York, 
Atlanta and Los Angeles with 
veteran choreographer Frank 
Gatson — who serves as Be- 
yonce and Rowland’s creative 
director — auditioning talent 
in hopes of finding the next 
superstar girl group. 

“I don’t care where they 
are, where they live, where 
they’re from, their back¬ 
ground — I just want to 
make sure that I have girls 


in the group who are not 
afraid to work, who are ex¬ 
cited about a great oppor¬ 
tunity, who have goals and 
think, and breathe, and sleep 
music,” Rowland said in an 
interview last week. 

The Grammy winner said 
she wants to create a girl 
group for this generation of 
music fans. The pop charts 
currently include Fifth Har¬ 
mony, who had a major hit 
this year with Worth It, and 
British group Little Mix, who 
won The X Factor in 2011 and 
released their third album 
last month. 

But Rowland believes 
there’s room for more. 

“When Destiny’s Child was 
around I remember there was 
Xscape, there was SWV, there 
was En Vogue, there was the 
Cheetah Girls,” she said. 

“There were all these 
different types of groups, 
and these different types of 
girls groups, and there’s just 
one (now) — you’re kidding 
me? Like, get out of here. It 
should definitely be more.” 


© 

When Destiny's 
Child was around 
I remember there 
was Xscape, there 
was SWV, there 
was En Vogue, 
there was the 
Cheetah Girls. 

Kelly Rowland, on today's 
dearth of girl groups 


Rowland said she and Gat¬ 
son aren’t sure how many 
girls will be selected for the 
group. Gatson said he already 
held two secret audition ses¬ 
sions in New Orleans and 
New York without Rowland, 
in hopes of finding more can¬ 
didates. More than 70 pros¬ 
pects auditioned for them in 
each city. 

“We have to search under 
every rock,” said Gaston, who 


groomed Destiny’s Child and 
also choreographed routines 
for Michael Jackson and Jen¬ 
nifer Lopez. “There has to 
be another Michael Jackson 
out there. There has to be 
another Supremes.” 

Until they find their group, 
Rowland said she’s enjoying 
the process as she reminisces 
about her time with Destiny’s 
Child. The group was one of 
the bestselling female groups 
of all-time, releasing platin¬ 
um-plus albums and multiple 
hits, from Say My Name to 
Bootylicious to Survivor. 

Rowland said her “heart 
beats so fast” thinking about 
those times with Beyonce and 
Michelle Williams. 

“It takes me back to those 
days when we were grinding 
and being moulded,” said 
Rowland, who will release a 
solo album next year. 

“I think this is the most 
beautiful moment. The 
fun part is getting to know 
these girls (and) being 
able to share my stories.” 
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"He's not selling real estate now. He's the same guy/' says Harrison Ford of a 30-years-older Han Solo, handout 

30 years later, same Solo 


STAR WARS 

Ford on 
reprising his 
role as rebel of 
the cosmos 

When speaking about Star Wars, 
there are few topics that inspire 
a twinkle in Harrison Ford’s eyes. 
The 73-year-old actor is matter- 
of-fact about almost everything 
— from his reunion with Carrie 
Fisher (“It was no big deal”) to 
the franchise’s unwavering popu¬ 
larity (“For me, it’s old news”). 

However, when Ford brings 
up his new co-stars, he lights 
up like the Millennium Falcon 
charging through hyperspace. 

“The new, young actors Daisy 
Ridley and John Boyega were well 
cast, well directed and are huge 
talents,” he said, his voice lifting, 
during a recent interview. “They 
carry the movie.” 

After more than 30 years, Ford 
is reprising his role as smart-aleck 
smuggler Han Solo in director J.J. 
Abrams’ Star Wars: The Force 
Awakens. The iconic character, 
who hasn’t been seen on screen 
since celebrating the fall of the 


Galactic Empire in 1983’s Return 
of the Jedi, serves as an unlikely 
mentor to scavenger Rey (Ridley), 
defector Finn (Boyega) and pilot 
Poe Dameron (Oscar Isaac) as they 
team up to take on masked ad¬ 
versary Kylo Ren (Adam Driver) 
and his minions. 

While the film has been 
cloaked in an unparalleled level 
of secrecy, Ford guaranteed that 
fans can expect the same Solo 
they fell in love with from the 
original Star Wars trilogy. 


“The shorthand is that he’s 
older and wiser, but his bones 
are the same,” Ford said. “He’s 
not selling real estate now. He’s 
the same guy — only with the 
passage of 30 years. While we do 
not sit down and describe what 
he’s been doing for those years, 
we do discover in the context of 
the story what the complications 
have been in his life.” 


Ford, who infamously wanted 
George Lucas to kill off Solo in Re¬ 
turn of the Jedi, had a “why not?” 
attitude about suiting back up. 
He wasn’t surprised by Disney’s 
Death Star-sized plan to revive 
the franchise after acquiring Lu- 
casfrlm in 2012 for more than $4 
billion. The studio is planning to 
release a stand-alone film about 
a young Solo in 2018. 

“If you make a huge invest¬ 
ment in a product and it pays 
off, there’s wisdom in seeing 


whether the well has run diy,” 
Ford said. “If the well has run 
diy, (expletive) admit it and go 
on to something else. This well 
has not dried, especially when 
you introduce new discoveries, 
which Daisy Ridley, John Boyega, 
Oscar Isaac and Adam Driver 
represent.” 

Despite embodying the inter- 
galactic scoundrel in three films, 


the Indiana Jones star didn’t feel 
the need to provide Force Awak¬ 
ens filmmakers with much in¬ 
sight into Solo, who is back along¬ 
side shaggy sidekick Chewbacca 
(Peter Mayhew). 

“They wanted to know if I 
didn’t like something, and we 
would talk about ways to fix 
it,” Ford said. “That’s what we 
do. It’s a collaborative process. 
There wasn’t much. (Lawrence) 
Kasdan was back. He was one 
of the writers from the original 
films. He has a keen understand¬ 
ing on how the beast works, so 
I think they produced a script 
that — in my mind — was veiy 
easy to work with.” 

Once he was back in a galaxy 
far, far away, Ford’s reprisal was 
stopped short on the second day 
of production last year when a 
door on the Millennium Falcon 
set outside London fell on him. 
He broke his left leg and was 
grounded for months. The un¬ 
expected time off proved more 
frustrating than fruitful. 

“I had been ready,” he said. 
“I didn’t have much to think 
about. I think it gave J.J. some 
more time to think about some 
of the scenes.” 
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If you make a huge investment 
in a product and it pays off, 
there's wisdom in seeing 
whether the well has run dry.... 
This well has not dried. 

Harrison Ford on the Star Wars franchise 




DRAMA 

In The Heart 
of the Sea 

Director: Ron Howard 
Starring: Chris Hemsworth, 
Benjamin Walker 

In the winter of 1820, the 
New England whaling ship 
Essex was assaulted by 
something no one could be¬ 
lieve: a whale of mammoth 
size and will. The real-life 
disaster would inspire Her¬ 
man Melville's Moby-Dick. 

ROTTEN TOMATOES™ SCORE 

Critics: Audience: 

# 60% W70% 


DRAMA/COMEDY 

The Forbidden 
Room 

Director: Tom Hooper 
Starring: Roy Dupuis, 

Clara Furey 

A submarine crew, a feared 
pack of forest bandits, a 
famous surgeon, and a bat¬ 
talion of child soldiers all get 
more than they bargained 
for as they wend their way 
toward progressive ideas on 
life and love. 

ROTTEN TOMATOES™ SCORE 

Critics: Audience: 

95% W73% 


HORROR 

A Christmas 
Horror Story 

Director: Grant Harvey, Ste¬ 
ven Hoban, Brett Sullivan 
Starring: William Shatner, 
George Buza 

It's the season of joy, peace, 
and goodwill... unless you live 
in Bailey Downs. Last Christ¬ 
mas Eve, two teens came to 
a grisly end in a school base¬ 
ment. Now, one year later, a 
new set of horrors has come 
to town. 

ROTTEN TOMATOES™ SCORE 
Critics: Audience: 

<9 75% + 94% 


DRAMA 

Brooklyn 

Director: John Crowley 
Starring: Saoirise Ronan, 
Domhnall Gleeson 

Eilis Lacey is a young Irish im¬ 
migrant navigating her way 
through 1950s Brooklyn. Lured 
by the promise of America, 
Eilis departs Ireland and the 
comfort of her mother's home 
for the shores of New York 
City. Homesickness quickly 
diminishes as a fresh romance 
sweeps up Eilis. 

ROTTEN TOMATOES™ SCORE 

Critics: Audience: 

@98% +97% 
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5 THINGS YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT THE GOLDEN GLOBES 



O Oops! 


The Golden Globes' official Twitter account was 
drawing flak even before the nominees were an¬ 
nounced after mistaking presenter America Fer- 
rera for Gina Rodriguez. 

In a series of tweets, which have since been 
amended, the Globes linked to Rodriguez's twit¬ 
ter account (@HerelsGina) instead of Ferrera's 
(@AmericaFerrera). 

Luckily, attentive social media users did 
what they do best and captured the offend¬ 
ing tweets — while throwing in some snarky 
responses for good measure. 



Canada's sole nominee 


Irish-Canadian author Emma Donoghue was the only 
Canuck to pick up a nomination this year. Donoghue, 
who is based in London, Ont., got the nod for the 
adaptation of her novel. Room. The book tells the 
story of a young boy and his mother who are held 
captive in a shed. The film won the People's Choice 
Award at the Toronto International Film Festival 
earlier this year and has been generating major Oscar 
buzz. Directed by Lenny Abrahamson, the movie also 
picked up Golden Globe nominations for best film 
drama and best film actress in a drama for Bree 
Larson, who plays the child's mother. 


3 Must-sees before 2015 ends 



Several big-screen 
nominees are not even being 
released until Christmas. 
Leonardo DiCaprio is 
nominated for The Revenant, 
a film abouta19th century 
frontiersman that is also in 
the running for best motion 
picture - drama, best director 
and best original score. Will 
Smith is nominated for 
Concussion, which tells the 
story of the doctor who 
discovers the prevalence of 
brain damage in professional 
football players. 


Q No surprises here 

It's no surprise that Julia Louis-Dreyfus picked 
up another nomination for her star¬ 
ring role in HBO series, Veep. It's 
Louis-Dreyfus's fourth nom¬ 
ination for the comedy, and 
the seventh in her career. 

Box office hit The Martian 
received three nomina¬ 
tions: best picture com¬ 
edy, best director (Ridley 
Scott) and best actor 
(Matt Damon). Re¬ 
leased in October, the 
two-hour-plus sci-fi 
comedy has already 
grossed more than 
$221 million in 
the U.S. 
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5 The omissions 

Kevin Spacey, who took home the 
Golden Globe for best actor in a TV 
drama last year for House of Cards, 
was shut out this time around. Mad 
Men only got one nomination for its 
final season — Jon Hamm is up for 
best actor in a TV drama series. 

And despite generating Oscar 
buzz and picking up Golden Globe 
nominations for best picture, best 
screenplay and best director, the 
ensemble cast for Boston Globe in¬ 
vestigation drama Spotlight came 
up empty. Mark Ruffalo was nomin- 
{ated for another film. Infinitely Polar 
W3ear, in which he plays a man with 
\ipolar disorder. 
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Serial season two is here 



Sgt. Bowe Bergdahl, the focus of Serial's second season, was 
held prisoner for years by the Taliban, the associated press 


TV PERSONALITIES 

Nardvvuar recovers in 
hospital from stroke 


PODCASTS 

Taliban 
prisoner’s 
story to be a 
TV show 

The widely popular podcast Ser¬ 
ial has arrived. 

In the highly-anticipated 
second season, NPR producer 
Sarah Koenig tells the stoiy of 
Bowe Bergdahl, a U.S. soldier 
who was taken prisoner by the 
Taliban after disappearing from 
a base in Afghanistan in 2009. 

After five years in captivity, 
Bergdahl was released in a pris¬ 
oner exchange and U.S. President 
Barack Obama announced that 
he was on his way home. 

But, as Koenig explains, while 
Bergdahl’s release was initially 
celebrated, “public reaction to 
his return flipped.” 

Soldiers from his unit called 
him a deserter and the U.S. army 
launched an investigation into 
how he was taken prisoner. 

“Through all of this, Bergdahl 
has been quiet. He hasn’t spoken 
to the press or done any inter¬ 
views on TV. He’s been like a 
ghost at the centre of a raucous 


fight,” Serial explains. 

In the first episode — called 
“DUSTWUN,” the militaiy acro¬ 
nym for “duty status — where¬ 
abouts unknown,” which is avail¬ 
able online — listeners hear 
Bergdahl’s voice, from about 25 
hours of taped phone conversa¬ 
tions with filmmaker Mark Boal. 

“There I was in the open desert 


and I’m not about to outrun a 
bunch of motorcycles,” Bergdahl 
tells Boal near the end of the epi¬ 
sode about how he was taken. “I 
couldn’t do anything against six 
or seven guys with AK47s. They 
pulled up, and that was it.” 

Boal, who wrote and produced 
Zero Dark Thirty and The Hurt 
Locker, is Koenig’s production 


partner for season two. 

“This one idiosyncratic guy 
makes a radical decision at the 
age of 23, to walk away into Af¬ 
ghanistan, and the consequences 
of that decision, they spin out, 
wider and wider. And at eveiy 
turn you’re surprised, the picture 
changes,” Koenig says in the first 
episode about Bergdahl’s stoiy. 

“To get the full picture, you 
need to go veiy, veiy small, into 
one person’s life — and also veiy, 
veiy big, into the war in Afghan¬ 
istan.” 

People quickly took to social 
media to celebrate the podcast’s 
return. 

“More intriguing than I ex¬ 
pected w. bergdahl’s stoiy,” wrote 
Twitter user Lauren Woods, 
“guessing it will get even better.” 

“Raise your hand if all you 
really care about is listening to 
the first episode of season 2 of 
@serial,” added Claire Cole. 

And some were already 
hooked. “Just listened to Serial 
season 2. Pretty much got me 
engrossed. I’m into this stoiy,” 
wrote Amy Hoag. 

Season two — which will be 
told over eight to 10 episodes, 
Koenig told the New York Times 
— is being developed into a TV 

ShOW. TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 


Offbeat celebrity interview¬ 
er Nardwuar the Human Ser¬ 
viette is recovering from a 
stroke in Vancouver. 

The humorous TV personal¬ 
ity and musician, whose real 
name is John Ruslcin, has the 
news posted on his Twitter 
account. 

The posting issued Wed¬ 
nesday night says the 47-year- 
old YouTube star suffered the 
stroke at a party in Vancouver. 


It also says he’s recovering 
at Vancouver General Hospital. 

The nasally voiced Vancou¬ 
ver native is known for his 
eccentric approach to inter¬ 
views, which he conducts in 
a tartan tarn cap. 

His interview subjects have 
ranged from Snoop Dogg, 
Chuck D, Iggy Pop and Katy 
Perry to Rush’s Geddy Lee and 
former U.S. president Gerald 

Ford. THE CANADIAN PRESS 
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Spirit of the West’s time for a rest 


HOME FOR A REST 

Last call for 
band behind 
classic pub- 
crawl song 


Alan 

Cross 


If someone has written a bet¬ 
ter drinking song than Spirit 
of the West’s Home for a Rest, 
I haven’t heard it. While in 
the U.K., frontman John Mann 
and guitarist Geoffrey Kelly 
documented a rather intense 
crawl of pubs and other es¬ 
tablishments over the course 
of a week. 

You’ll have to excuse me, I’m 
not at my best 

I’ve been gone for a week, I’ve 
been drunk since I left 

These so-called vacations will 
soon be my death 

I’m so sick from the drink, I need 
home for a rest. 

The song originally appeared 
on Spirit of the West’s 1990 
album, Save This House, and 





You'll have to excuse 
me i. I'm not at my best/ 
I've been gone for 
a week. I've been drunk 
since I left 


w 


r has since become the 
classic Canadian drink¬ 
ing song. Most musicians 
only dream of writing a 
song that spans generations. 
I’m pretty sire an ability to 
recite the lyrics is part of the 
citizenship test. 

Things have not been going 
well for John over the last dec¬ 
ade. In 2009, he was diagnosed 
with colorectal cancer but was 
able to overcome it. By 2011, 


he was cancer-free. 

But then he noticed that he 
was having more trouble re¬ 
membering things. He’d been 
experiencing minor lapses 
as far back as 2001 but they 
seemed to be getting worse. 
Song lyrics were forgotten. 
Familiar guitar chord changes 
were lost. The memoiy issues 
got worse during his cancer 
treatments but his doctors 
thought they’d go away once 


the cancer was eradicated. 

They didn’t. In fact, they 
got worse. 

In September 2014, John 
and his wife, playwright Jill 
Daum, decided to go public 
with John’s condition. Barely 
into his 50s, he was diagnosed 
with early-onset Alzheimer’s, 
an incurable degeneration of 
cognitive functions. With the 
time John has left, he and Jill 
want to do what they can about 


raising awareness of a disease 
that’s going to become more 
prevalent as the population 
ages. 

John can still perform, but 
he needs help. Lyrics are on 
an iPad. He has someone with 
him to guide him through the 
performance. But Spirit of the 
West recognizes that the time 
has come to bring the band’s 
career to a gracious close. A 
couple of farewell shows have 
been set for the Commodore 
Ballroom in Vancouver on April 
15 and 16. 

© THERAPY 

How you can help 

Meanwhile, John and Jill 
are not giving up. Having 
exhausted every possible 
treatment, they are now 
turning to experimental 
and very expensive stem 
cell therapy. One course of 
treatment can cost up to 
$50,000. If you're interest¬ 
ed in helping out, you can 
donate at Generosity.com. 


For more, go to AJournalof 
MusicalThings.com or follow 
me on twitter at @alancross. 


Q BOOK BRIEF 


Big shake of a lamb's tale 

This is the story of how an 
injured lamb named Sweet 
Pea started a war. Well, a 
bidding war. John and Jen¬ 
nifer Churchman's lamb 
hurt a leg on the Vermont 
farm where they keep 
sheep, ducks and geese. 

To celebrate Sweet 
Pea's recovery, the couple 
dressed up their animals, 
fed them delicacies like 
pumpkin slices and shared 
photos online. The images 
formed the illustrations for 
Sweet Pea & Friends: The 
SheepOver, a children's 
book they initially self-pub¬ 
lished. 

Within days of a blog 
post about Sweet Pea by a 
local bookstore owner, the 
Churchmans had a literary 
agent. A bidding war for the 
story among five major pub¬ 
lishing houses followed. 

The story of Sweet Pea, 
published by Little, Brown 
Books for Young Readers, is 
in stores in time for Christ¬ 
mas. THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 



Sweet 
Pea 
book in 
a store. 
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RESTORING SIGHT & HOPE 


Anita, a young Nepalese mother, can tell you 
how devastating it is to watch your three- 
year-old son’s face fade away. She can tell you 
how hard it is to miss the special moments in 
your child’s life as you slowly lose your sight. 

This holiday season consider what it might 
be like to lose your sight, to miss watching the 
children in your life light up from joy. 

For women and girls like Anita living in 
developing countries, losing sight means los¬ 
ing everything. 

Two out of three of the world’s blind 
are women. Ninety per cent live in the 
developing world. Beyond a lack of access to 
care and financial resources, women’s needs 
are often not prioritized by male-headed 
households. Yet without vision, they cannot 
work or live independently and become more 
vulnerable to poverty, ill-treatment and abuse. 

Anita knows this all too well. As her 
vision worsened, her husband started treating 
her poorly and she was forced to live with 
relatives; she could no longer care for herself 
or her son. The greatest tragedy of Anita’s 
story is that her vision loss was simply due to 
cataracts — an easily solvable problem that 
costs only $50 to fix. 

Anita visited a hospital but couldn’t afford 
the surgery. Thankfully, because of Seva Can¬ 
ada donors, Anita’s costs were covered. With 



CONTRIBUTED 


her vision restored, Anita plans to become a 
tailor, open her own business, and take care of 
her son. Anita’s life has changed profoundly. 

Restoring sight has a huge impact. It fights 
poverty by empowering women and girls to 
return to school, work and a life of independ¬ 
ence. 

This holiday season a generous donor is 
matching all gifts for women and girls*, so 
you can double your impact. A $50 donation 
becomes $100 and provides sight-restoring 
cataract surgery for two women. Donate at 
seva.ca 

*A Seva donor has offered to match any donation 
you make from now until Dec. 31, up to $1,000. 


A150 DONATION IS GOOD 
FOR TWO CATARACT SURGERIES. 



This holiday season, support eye care for women 
and girls and your donation will be matched. $50 
becomes $100 and provides life-changing cataract 
surgery for 2 women in the developing world. 

Donate at seva.ca or call 1-877-460-6622. 
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Jimmy Iovine: A 
year at Apple Music 



"Are we there yet? No! Is it a work in progress? Yes!" Apple 
Music's Jimmy Iovine says of the company, contributed 


INTERVIEW 

Executive talks 
DJs, Drake, 
human-curated 
content 

When Apple Music elbowed 
their way into the streaming 
market, they were late to the 
party: Songza had conscious¬ 
ly coupled with Google Play, 
Spotify’s catalogue granted 
eveiy musical wish (that wasn’t 
Taylor Swift) for free, and Tidal 
had an 18-artist supertrust of 
owners, including but not lim¬ 
ited to Jay Z, Beyonce, Kanye 
West, and Daft Punk. 

But like the guest that every¬ 
one was waiting for, all eyes 
turned to Apple Music when 
it arrived fashionably late last 
June, shepherded by Jimmy 
Iovine. 

“We’ve only been open five 
months,” Iovine, 62, says over 
the phone. “That’s a short 
time. When you’re at Apple 
it’s not a short time because 
all eyes are on you from the 
minute you think about hatch¬ 
ing.” 

As Apple drops its Best Of 
list, Iovine looks back on Apple 
Music’s first year. 

March: Get Lowe 

Iovine made it an early priority 
to poach beloved BBC DJ Zane 
Lowe. “We went out and got 
who we felt was the best guy in 
the world for discovering new 
artists,” says Iovine. Lowe’s 
show on Beats 1 radio has had 


such exclusives as an hour-long 
interview with Adele and first 
cracks at tracks by artists such 
as Coldplay and Slcrillex. 

June: 

What A Time To Be Alive 

When Apple Music launched, 


they only needed two super- 
stars: Torontonians Drake and 
The Weelcnd, who performed 
I Can’t Feel My Face for the 
first time at the launch. Drake 
has since peppered the service 
with exclusives, such as his dad 
jivin’ Hotline Bling video and 


© Top 3 Songs on iTunes in 2015 


TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 


Q Uptown Funk, Mark 
Ronson (feat. Bruno Mars) 

This throwback jam was the 
biggest hit of 2015. 




© See You Again, Wiz 
Khalifa (feat. Charlie Puth) 

The hip-hop tribute scored the 
touching climax to Furious 7. 


Q Thinking Out Loud, 

Ed Sheeran 

Sheeran's guitar ballad bloomed 
season. 


© Top Albums on iTunes in the last year 


O 25, Adele 

The British ballad belter's 
record beat every other 
album released in 2015. 



his team’s OVOSOUND Radio 
show. “He’s a very progressive 
artist as far as technology is 
concerned,” Iovine says. 

July: Press Playlist 

A crusader for human-curated 
content, Iovine personally lis¬ 
tened to thousands of playlists, 
from Trap Soul to Cleaning 
Up After The Kids, that had 
been developed by hundreds 
of Apple employees. He has a 
tip for aspiring New Year’s Eve 


Q If You're Reading This It's 
Too Late, Drake 

What release strategy? Drake's 
mix tapes didn't need marketing. 



playlist makers. “The whole 
thing about playlists is what 
song comes next,” he says. 

November: 

You Had A Bad Day 

On November 19, Iovine clum¬ 
sily tried to underline Apple 
Music’s usability on CBS This 
Morning by saying, “I’ve al¬ 
ways known that women find 
it very difficult at times, some 
women, to find music.” 

The backlash online was 


@ Purpose (Deluxe), 

Justin Bieber 

Bieber joins the Canadian 
invasion of the albums' chart. 



immediate. 

December: Beats 2.0? 

For all the service’s success, 
Iovine is not done yet. “Like 
anything you’re creating, I’m 
thrilled with some stuff, not 
so thrilled with other stuff,” 
he says. “I like where we are 
with our audience reach, I 
like where we are with our 
subscriber base so far, I like 
where we are musically.” 

TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 























Embracing 

America 
and Cuba 



Lance 
McMillan 

For Metro Canada 



Dec. 17 will mark one year 
since U.S. President Barack 
Obama ordered the reestab¬ 
lishment of diplomatic rela¬ 
tions between the United States 
and Cuba. 

As it stands now, restrictions 
imposed by the embargo have 
only been eased through execu¬ 
tive action and pertain mainly 
to travel and telecommunica¬ 
tion. But change, albeit small, 
can be readily seen. 

Walking down the streets 
of Havana, it is not unusual 
to see locals wearing clothing 
adorned with the American 
flag. Even taxis with American 
flags hanging in the window or 
dangling from rearview mirrors 
have become commonplace. 

The island nation cannot yet 
fully embrace any real change, 
however, as it is up to Congress 
to lift the embargo that went 
into effect back in 1961. While 
the previous 113th Congress 
may have been one of the most 
unproductive congresses in 
U.S. history, the current 114th 
Congress seems to be on a bet¬ 
ter track. 

So if you’re planning on es¬ 
caping the cold Canadian win¬ 
ter, Cuba should be on the top 
of your list as it may be the 
last chance to see it in its cur¬ 
rent state. 



BALI BARGAIN, FANCY LUGGAGE 



east of Bali, contributed 


Indonesia deal 

Save up to $540 on Contiki's 
new eight-day Bali Island 
hopper trip when you book 
and pay before Dec. 23. With 
a shortie trip, you only have 
to take five days off work to 
hang out on Bali, Gili Trawan- 
gan and Lombok, one of the 
world's top hot spots. 

Besides island hopping, 
you'll be snorkelling and 
surfing, staying in four-star 
hotels and enjoying amaz¬ 
ing Indonesian cuisine. Visit 
Contiki.com. 



Homme carryon. contributed 


Ultimate carry-on 

What to get the man who 
has everything? The perfect 
suitcase, of course. The new 
Ebby Rane Quartermaster 
Homme luxury carry-on 
keeps him organized, with 
seven inner pouches that fit 
together, guiding the pack¬ 
ing process so nothing gets 
forgotten — ties, shoes, tech 
gear, shaving essentials, etc. 
A stylish little slice of Italian 
leather heaven. $1,230, at 
EbbyRane.com. 





The new Iberostar Playa 
Pilar, Cuba, contributed 


New Cuba hotel 

Just in time for the influx of 
American tourists, Iberostar 
Playa Pilar has opened on 
Key Guillermo in the Jar- 
dines del Rey archipelago, 
the hotel chain's 11th resort 
in Cuba. With 480+ rooms, 
the five-star resort faces the 
world's second-longest coral 
reef, and offers a flawless 
beach, three restaurants, 
plus a ton of water sports 
and nautical pursuits to help 
pass the time. Visit Iberostar. 

com. DOUG WALLACE 
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Fly off to the Panhandle this winter 



The Pensacola Pier in front of the Margaritaville Beach Hotel at sunrise, steve gow/for metro 


FLORIDA'S HIDDEN GEM 

Bohemian 
hamlet, oyster 
capital among 
road trip stops 

Steve O - 

Gow 

For Metro 

This time of year, sun-seekers 
look south to Florida for an 
easy winter warm-up. But while 
the Sunshine State is mostly 
known for its massive family 
theme parks or Miami’s night¬ 
life, there is an overlooked side 
that’s equally as enchanting: the 
Panhandle. Here’s a quick look 
at the best of the state’s north¬ 
ern coastline. 

Pensacola 

A great starting place, Pensacola 
delivers the liveliness of a ma¬ 
jor city alongside an eight-mile 
stretch of unspoiled beach that’s 
practically deserted this time of 
year. Relax in the sun or wander 
around Fort Pickens — a well- 
preserved Civil War-era garrison 
located at the beach’s western 
tip that notably included Apa¬ 


che warrior Geronimo among 
its historic internees. 

For airplane buffs, the Na¬ 
tional Naval Aviation Museum 
is a world-class gallery complete 
with more than 150 aircraft, 
flight simulators and an IMAX 
theatre. Stay at the Margarita¬ 
ville Beach Hotel and watch dol¬ 
phins splash from your balcony 
as the spectacular sun rises over 
the Pensacola Pier. 

The Emerald Coast 

East of Pensacola, this beauti¬ 
ful coastline doesn’t just pos¬ 
sess pristine beaches but the 
unique town of Destin (known 
as the “World’s Luckiest Fishing 
Village”) is where anglers can 
reel in deep-water fish thanks 
to a nearby 100-foot underwater 
drop-off. 

As you travel further east, 
don’t miss Grayton Beach — 
a bohemian hamlet with one 
of the most idyllic beaches in 
America. While there, grab a 
drink at The Red Bar, a funky 
jazz club that’s hosted such ce¬ 
lebrities as Sheiyl Crow within 
its kitschy art-covered walls. 
Finish the day at Panama City 
Beach with its many garish road¬ 
side attractions of go-karts and 
pirate-themed mini-golf. 


The Forgotten Coast 

Before the coastline begins to 
curl south lies Florida’s most 
seductive secret — the Forgot¬ 
ten Coast. The historic town of 
Apalachicola bleeds charm with 
its Victorian architecture and 
old brick warehouses. Once a 
main port for the cotton-boom 
era, Apalachicola is now the 


oyster capital of Florida, evident 
by the thousands of shucked 
shells adorning gardens and 
walkways. Try fresh molluslcs at 
the popular Owl Cafe where you 
can wash the delicacies down 
with local ale from Oyster City 
Brewery. 

For a real antebellum experi¬ 
ence, stay at the Gibson Inn, a 


108-year-old mansion wrapped 
in wide, white porches. For a 
great day trip, drive 90 minutes 
north to Wakulla Springs State 
Park to swim amongst endan¬ 
gered manatees and stop in Sop- 
choppy en route for a glimpse at 
the mysterious white squirrels 
that inexplicably inhabit the 
area — truly a wonder to behold. 


LOCAL EATS 

Sno-balls 

A popular treat of shaved 
ice topped with a variety 
of flavoured syrups and 
cream is best served near 
Pensacola at Tommy's Sno- 
Balls — a beloved road¬ 
side shack with hundreds 
of varieties that include 
kitschy names like Worm 
Juice and Alligator Blood. 

Grouper sandwich 

In Florida's Panhandle, you 
can't go wrong with any 
fresh local seafood; how¬ 
ever, the grouper sand¬ 
wich is a Gulf Coast spe¬ 
cialty. A meaty, light white 
fish, the grouper makes 
for a very flavourful feast 
whether grilled, fried or 
blackened. 

Tupelo honey 

Produced in the Apalachic¬ 
ola region, this rare liquid 
treasure is a top-grade 
nectar with the distinction 
of being the only honey 
in the world that won't 
granulate. 




































metr# travel 


Weekend, December 11-13,2015 49 


Making Disney an even 
more magieal ldngdom 


ORLANDO 

Parks get boost 
in technology, 
new offerings 

Vawn 

Himmelsbach 

For Metro Canada 


If you haven’t been to Disney 
World in a while (or ever), the 
parks are making big changes 
— all designed to improve the 
guest experience. 

From “smart” MagicBands to 
revamped offerings at the newly 
rebranded Disney Springs — not 
to mention a cool new Star Wars 
adventure — there’s plenty of 
magic happening in Orlando, Fla. 

And there are special deals 
for Canadians to help offset the 
decline of the loonie. 

Disney Springs (formerly 
Downtown Disney) has been 
undergoing a complete trans¬ 
formation, with the addition of 
new neighbourhoods slated for 
completion this summer. 

“Most of the change is hap¬ 


pening in The Landing, a true 
retail and dining complex,” said 
Darcy Clark, marketing manager 
for Disney Springs. “This is all 
about the dining.” 

A notable addition is 
Morimoto Asia, from Japanese 
master chef Masaham Morimoto 
— known for his appearances on 
Iron Chef America — featuring 
pan-Asian cuisine such as Peking 
duck. More restaurants are slated 
to open in 2016. 

Town Center is a brand-new 
neighbourhood for shoppers, cur¬ 
rently under construction. “Our 
guests tell us when they’re on va¬ 
cation they want to shop — and 
not just for Mickey sweatshirts 
and Tinker Bell coffee mugs,” 
said Clark. “They want designer 
handbags.” Town Center will 
feature more than 60 third-party 
retailers, including the likes of 
Zara, Tommy Bahama, UGG and 
Sprinkles Cupcakes. 

Over the past year, Disney has 
continued to roll out a number 
of enhancements it announced 
in 2014, including MagicBands, 
FastPass+ and a mobile app. 

With MyDisneyExperience. 


FORCANUCKS 

To address the declining 
loonie, Disney's Canadian 
office is offering Canucks 
a discount on a package 
for a family of four that in¬ 
cludes a five-night stay at 
a participating hotel with 
four-day theme park tick¬ 
ets, for travel completed by 
July 1, 2016. Another option 
is the Art of Animation Re¬ 
sort, which Disney opened 
in 2012 as a value-add 
budget property, ideal for 
kids with its Nemo-themed 
pool and Pixel Play arcade. 


com and the accompanying mo¬ 
bile app, guests can plan their 
trip, make changes on the go, 
purchase theme park tickets, 
make dining reservations and 
view an interactive map (as well 
as wait times for rides). 

While wait times have been an 
issue in the parks, Disney has re¬ 
sponded with FastPass+, allowing 
guests to reserve access to rides, 


shows or Disney character greet¬ 
ings either in advance or the day 
of their visit (wait times can be 
reduced from well over an hour 
to five or 10 minutes). Guests can 
make up to three selections at 
one park per day: Magic King¬ 
dom, Animal Kingdom, Holly¬ 
wood Studios and Epcot. 

The MagicBand is an RF-en- 
abled wristband that connects 
guests to the choices they made 
online. It serves as park admis¬ 
sion and access to FastPass+ ex¬ 
periences, as well as a room key 
and optional payment method 
within the parks. 

And, in the coming months 
and years, there will be new at¬ 
tractions to experience within 
the four parks. 

This month will see the launch 
of the new Star Wars Launch 
Bay exhibit at Hollywood Stu¬ 
dios, inspired by the latest film 
in the franchise, Star Wars: The 
Force Awakens. A Star Wars land 
will begin construction in 2016. 
And in 2017, Disney will launch 
The World of Avatar in Animal 
Kingdom with a ride called Na’vi 
River Journey. 



Animal Kingdom is bringing to life the mythical world of 
Pandora, inspired by the movie Avatar, concept art, walt disney 

IMAGINEERING 



Cayo Coco, Cuba 

Memories Flamenco Beach Resort 

****plus 


Jan 05,2016 
7 Nights 
All Inclusive 

Mazatlan, Mexico 

Riu Emerald Bay ***** 

Jan 01,2016 
7 Nights 
All Inclusive 


*695 

+ $396 taxes (SWG) 


*745 

+ $425 taxes (SWG) 


Puerto Plata v D.R. 

Be Live Grand Marien **** plus 


Jan 12,2016 
7 Nights 
All Inclusive 


*835 


+ $451 taxes (ACV) 


Riviera Maya, Mexico 

Grand Sunset Princess ***** 


Feb 07,2016 
7 Nights 
All Inclusive 


*1245 

+ $425 taxes (SWG) 




e 

K] 


SellOff 

vacations.com 


( 780 ) 414-1667 

Mayfield Common Plaza -112 Mayfield Common 


New bookings only. *Call for extra savings. All prices are per person based on double occupancy for 7 nights on all inclusive vacations, European plan vacations or cruise vacation (unless otherwise specified) and were available 
at the time of printing. Packages and at the above prices are limited and subject to change without prior notice.Transportation taxes & related fees shown must be pre-paid. Applicable local taxes payable in destination are 
extra. While all reasonable efforts are taken to ensure the accuracy of the information in the ad, SellOffVacations.com accepts no responsibility for actions, errors and omissions arising from the reader's use of this information 
howsoever caused. SellOffVacations.com, a division of Sunwing Vacations Inc., 27 Fasken Drive, Toronto, Ontario Canada M9W 1K6. TICO Reg. # 4276176 British Columbia license #39606 Quebec Permit # 702928 
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Q TECH IT OUT: GIFTS FOR HER 


Recommended buys for 
that special someone 

Resist the predictable. 

Instead of buying a spa 
certificate or mall gift card, 
why not wow your partner 
with a hot high-tech toy? 

Granted, an activity track¬ 
er or touchscreen tablet 
might cost a little more, but 
there are some great deals 
to be had this season. And 
hey, isn't your significant 
other worth it? 

Ranging in price from 
$34.99 to $599.99, the fol¬ 
lowing are a few recom¬ 
mendations to suit varying 
tastes and budgets. 

Stream dream 
If you're not interested in 
buying a new 
TV — but want 
to turn your 
existing 
one 
into a 
smarter one — 
the Roku 3 ($109.99) offers 
more than 1,700 channels - 
including all the biggies like 
Netflix, YouTube, Cineplex 
Store, Google Play Movies & 
TV and NHL 

Wet 'ri' wild 
If you're shopping for a 
book lover, the Kobo Aura 
H20 ($179.99) is the world's 


first waterproof ebook 
reader. Slip into the tub — 
or bring this Kobo to the 
pool or beach while on va¬ 
cation — and it can remain 
underwater as deep as three 
feet for up to 30 minutes. 
The anti-glare e-ink screen 
can be read clearly in bright 
sunlight as well, or take ad¬ 
vantage of the integrated 
light to read while curled 
up in bed. 

No sweat 

While Fitbit activity track¬ 
ers start at just $69.99 for 
the Fitbit Zip, the Fitbit 
Charge HR ($149.99) helps 
you stay informed and mo¬ 
tivated while being active. 
This wearable lets you set a 
daily goal — such as a cer¬ 
tain number of steps taken, 
distance travelled or cal¬ 
ories burned — and the 
lightweight and water- 
resistant wristband 
keeps track of your 
daily progress. 

A touch of class 
If budget permits, 
the Samsung Galaxy 
Tab S2 (from $449.99 
for the 8-inch version) is a 
touchscreen tablet with a 
vibrant display — ideal for 
watching videos, playing 
games and viewing photos. 


Cable girl 

Who says charging and 
syncing your mobile phone 
or tablet has to be ugly? 
Belkin's fashion- 
forward charging 
cables decorate a 
purse, bag or key- 
chain, but they're 
really USB cables to 
connect an iPhone, 
iPad or iPod touch 
to a computer for 
charging up and 
syncing to iTunes. Available 
for $24.99 apiece. 

Have a seat 
You enjoy taking a load 
off, so why shouldn't your 
smartphone? A quirky gift 
for a music lover is the aptly 
named Phoniture ($99), a 
colourful charging station 
and Bluetooth-speaker set 
designed to look 
like an armchair 
with matching 
ottoman. Drop 
your smart¬ 
phone into 
the seat and 
plug your char¬ 
ging cable into the USB 
port on the back; the chair 
is then plugged into an 
AC outlet to juice up your 
phone. 

MARC SALTZMAN 






Taste the World of Olive Oil and Balsamic Vinegar 


www.evoolution.ca 


VISA 

MasterCard 



evoolution 


Evoolution offers the freshest Ultra Premium 
extra virgin olive oils and balsamic vinegars 
available in a unique tasting bar format. 

4 LOCATIONS IN ALBERTA! 

Southgate Shopping Centre • 5015 111 St NW, Edmonton 
Downtown • 10130 104 Street NW, Edmonton 
Enjoy Centre • 101 Riel Dr, St Albert 
Canmore *710 Main St #104, Canmore 


Take your taste buds on 
an adventure and visit 
Evoolution today for 
delicious holiday gift ideas! 


Grabbing great 
gadgets for guys 



Marc Saltzman 


If it’s true boys love their toys, 
then you’ll find plenty of gadg- 
ety gift ideas to choose from 
this holiday season. 

Whether you’re shopping for 
a significant other, your dad, 
son or nephew, the latest in 
consumer electronics can go 
a long way. 

Here’s a look at a few sug¬ 
gestions. 

Taking control 
These amazing Harmony uni¬ 
versal remotes from Logitech 
are super easy to program and 
use; simply plug the Harmony 
(from $49.99) into a comput¬ 
er’s USB port and download 
codes from the Internet to the 
device, then press one of the 
activity-based commands on 
the remote, such as “Watch 
TV” or “Play a Blu-ray.” The 
Harmony does the rest by 
turning on only the devices 
you need and switching 
to the right settings to 
begin watching. The flag¬ 
ship model, Harmony Elite 
($389.99), replaces 
up to 15 re¬ 
in o t e s , 
houses a 
2.4-inch 
touch screen 

(with support for an optional 
app), and through its hub (in¬ 
cluded) can also control other 
smart home devices. 
Through the looking glass 
If you’re shopping for someone 
who likes skiing, mountain 
climbing or cycling, you might 
opt for one of those trendy 
POV (“point of view”) cameras. 
The GoPro HER04 Silver (from 
$529.99) captures all the action 
from a first-person perspec¬ 
tive, and hands-free, too, when 
mounted to your helmet, chest 
or bike (or since it’s waterproof, 
maybe your snow¬ 
board or water 
skis). This ver¬ 
sion can shoot 
up to 4K Ultra 
HD video quality 
(15 frames per 
second) along 
with 12-mega¬ 
pixel photos 
up to 30 frames 
per second, and 
also features built-in 
and fast Wi-Fi connectivity 
to wirelessly send the videos 
and photos to a computer or 
website. If budget permits, the 
GoPro HER04 Black edition 
($649.99) shoots 4K video at a 
smoother 30 frames per second. 

Listen up 

If you’re buying for a music 




lover, the House 
of Marley Lib¬ 
erate XL Over- 
Ear Sound 
I s olating 
Bluetooth 
Head¬ 
phones 
($149.99) 
block out 
ambient 
noise without a 
cable getting in the way. Sim¬ 
ply pair these headphones with 
your favourite smartwatch, 
phone, tablet, laptop or music 
player, and enjoy wireless free¬ 
dom up to about 65 feet away. 
Available in black or silver, 
these headphones are made 
with FSC-certified wood, 
stainless steel and exclu¬ 
sive Rewind fabric (made 
from hemp, recycled 
plastics and more). 
Other features in¬ 
clude 50mm dynam¬ 
ic moving coil driv¬ 
ers, an in-line 
microphone 
to take calls, 
and controls 
on the right 
earcup for 
power, volume, 
tracking and 
more. Battery 
life lasts up to 
12 hours. 

Watch this 

What to buy someone who 
loves his smartphone? How 
about a wearable accessory 
for it? Samsung has recent¬ 
ly launched its newest wrist- 
mounted devices, the Gear 
S2, compatible with most 
Android devices and 
available in two ver¬ 
sions: the Gear S2 
Classic ($429.99) for 
the fashion-forward 
guy, or the more 
minimalist Gear S2 
($399.99) for the sport 
fanatic on the move. 

Both offer a cir¬ 
cular design, ro¬ 
tating bezel to cycle 
through apps and an 
intuitive, personalized 
interface. Users can 
stay connected with at- 
a-glance notifications 
to check calendar ap¬ 
pointments, text, emails 
and news. 

The puck drops here 
Face off as or against your 
favourite team in NHL 16 
($59.99), a fun and frantic 
hockey game for Xbox One 
and PlayStation 4. 

Compared to last year’s ver¬ 
sion, this new disc or download 
offers more accessible and re¬ 
sponsive skating and shoot¬ 
ing controls, a new progres¬ 



sion system, 
sharper vis¬ 
uals and bet¬ 
ter commen¬ 
tary to get 
you pumped 
up while 
you play. 
NHL 16 of¬ 
fers multiple 
game types to 
choose from, 
whether you want to play by 
yourself, against a friend or 
family member beside you, or 
online against others. 

Squaring off 
If you want to drop a hint 
about your man’s absent- 
minded- ness, give the gift 
of Tile (from 
$29.99 for one), 
a small, white 
and Bluetooth- 
enabled tracker 
that helps find 
lost items via 
the Tile app 
for iOS and 
Android de¬ 
vices. Simply 
attach, stick or 
place Tiles on everyday items 
like house keys, your wallet 
or a purse, and if you can’t 
find them, open up the app, 
tap the name of the item (like 
“John’s Keys”) and it’ll ring 
loudly — as long as you’re with¬ 
in a range of 150 feet. Even if 
you’re farther away, Tile logs 
its last known location on a 
map, so you might be able to 
see if you left your wallet at the 
office, for example. 
On the flip side, 
if you can’t find 
your phone, 
double-tap 
[ your Tile to 
make your 
lost phone 
ring — 
even if it’s 
on silent 
— or log into 
the Tile app 
or website on 
another device. 

Prices are $29.99 for 
one Tile, $70 for a four pack, 
$130 for an eight pack or $180 
for a 12 pack. 

©Logitech Harmony 
Elite, $399.99 
©GoPro HER04 
Silver, from $499.99 
© House of Marley, 

Liberate XL Bluetooth head¬ 
phones, $199.99 
©NHL 16, $59.99 
©Samsung Gear S2 
Classic, $499.99 

Prices are subject to change 
at retailers' discretion. 





























Families can schedule an appointment for photos & a personalized 
visit with Santa in a festive, intimate setting from November 20 until 
December 24. Located on Europa Boulevard, through Entrance 1 

BOOK YOUR APPOINTMENT AT WEM.CA/VIPSANTA 


WALK-INS WELCOME 


oo@© 

wem.ca/holiday 






52 Weekend, December 11-13,2015 


metrOiSPECIAL REPORT: holiday gift guide 





0Poo-Pourri Before-You-Go 
Toilet Spray ($ 12.25 - $ 18 . 50 ) 
^Cotton Mesh Produce Bag ($ 15 . 50 ) 
Q Anointment Natural Skin Care 
Wet Shave Kit ($ 60 ) 

O Bamboo Towel Set ($ 45 ) 
^Magnifeco by Kate Black ($ 19 . 95 ) 


Send the gift of money 
worldwide. 


This holiday, send money to 
family and friends worldwide 
from your Scotiabank account 
through a smartphone, online 
or by visiting a branch. 

scotiabank.com/westernunion 


vmimm 

moving money for better 


You're richer 
than you think! 


Scotiabank' 


r Standard message and data charges apply for transactions initiated through Scotiabank Mobile Banking. Scotiabank is an authorized agent facilitating Western Union Money Transfer services. 

A Scotiabank Day to Day bank account is required for a Western Union Money Transfer transaction. 

® Registered trademarks of The Bank of Nova Scotia. ®*The WESTERN UNION name, logo, trade name, trade dress and related trademarks, owned by Western Union Holdings, Inc., are registered and/or 
used in the U.S. and many foreign countries. 
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Have a green Christmas 


ECO-FRIENDLY 

Think 
about the 
environment 
and others 


Todd Lewys 


With the green movement 
gaining momentum, we 
thought we’d include a cross- 
section of novel eco-friendly 
gift choices for your consider¬ 
ation. 

Anointment Natural Skin 
Care Wet Shave Kit: This 
gift set includes a handcrafted 
pottery shaving scuttle, shave 
brush and old-fashioned, un¬ 
scented shaving soap. The 
soap contains moisturiz¬ 
ing French green clay, 
skin-soothing ground 
sandalwood and flax¬ 
seed — plus castor 
oil for impres¬ 
sively dense foam. 

$60 at Grassroots 
Environmental 
Products at grass- 
rootsstore.com. 

Magnifeco: Your Head-To- 
Toe Guide to Ethical Fash¬ 
ion and Non-Toxic Beauty, 
by Kate Black: This book by 
Kate Black is, in just a few 
words, a head-to-toe guide to 
ethical fashion and non-toxic 
beauty. Black examines these 
subjects, recommends a num¬ 
ber of ways for consumers to 
make better decisions and 
introduces the brands and de¬ 
signers leading the way along 
this socially responsible path. 
$19.95 at Amazon.ca. 

Bamboo Sheet Set: Sold 
by British Colum¬ 
bia eco-retailer 
All Things Being 
Eco, these bamboo 
sheets — available 
in queen and king 
size sets — offer 
a rich lustre, soft 
feel and, due to 
their bamboo con¬ 
struction, are very 
durable. $165-$195 
at allthingsbeinge- 
co.ca. 

Cotton Mesh Produce Bag: 

Made right here in Canada, 
this cotton mesh produce bag 
is an environmentally respon¬ 
sible — not to mention good 
looking — alternative to using 
plastic bags. 

You can use it to take your 
fruits and veggies home from 
the market, and the breath¬ 
able mesh allows for easy stor¬ 
age in the fridge. $15.50 at 
eco-handbags.ca. 


Bamboo Towel Set: Softer 
and more absorbent than cot¬ 
ton, these towels are made of 
100 per cent bamboo viscose 
yarn. Naturally hypo-allergen¬ 
ic, anti-microbial and more 
odour-resistant than cotton, 
the set comes with a bath tow¬ 
el, hand towel and face cloth. 
$45 at allthingsbeingeco.ca. 

Boolchou for Mini Mioche 
Hoodie Tee: The Toronto- 
based company enlisted lo¬ 
cal designer Boolchou to 
design a winning hoodie- 
tee for children. The result 
is a 100 per cent organic cot¬ 
ton hoodie tee that comes in 
10 sizes and three prints 

— olive triangle, black 
bure and eggplant floral. 
$33 at minimioche.com. 

Chemex Coffee Maker: With 
four sizes to choose from — 
three, six, eight and 
10 cups — this 
coffee maker 
is as green as 
you can find. 
Made of non- 
porous boro- 
silicate glass, 
the carafe 
doesn’t absorb 
odours or retain 
harmful chemical residues. It 
uses patented Chemex bonded 
filters (US$8.90). US$38.90- 
$47.50 at chemexcoffeemaker. 
com or Amazon.ca. 

VerTerra Palm Leaf Dinner- 
ware: Greenmunch — based 
in Sherwood Park, Alta. — 
offers VerTerra Palm Leaf 
Dinnerware plates made from 
fallen palm leaves and water. 
They are microwave safe up to 
two minutes on high, and are 
oven-safe at 350 degrees for up 
to 45 minutes. One hundred 
per cent compostable, they 
biodegrade in less than two 
months. $14-$27 
at greenmunch.ca. 

Weleda Calen¬ 
dula Baby Face 
Cream: Made 
with 96 per cent 
organic ingredi¬ 
ents, this cream is 
free of synthetic 
fragrances, chem¬ 
ical preservatives 
and petroleum-de¬ 
rived ingredients. 
It moisturizes and 
softens baby’s sensitive skin. 
$23 at minimioche.com, well, 
ca and other retailers. 

Poo-Pourri Before-You-Go 
Toilet Spray: According to 
the good folks at All Things 
Being Eco, this makes a great 
stocking stuffer. Little wonder 

— an ounce of perfumed pre¬ 
vention can go a long way in 
the bathroom. $12.25-$18.50 
at allthingsbeingeco.ca. 
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SPONSORED CONTENT 


SENIOR LIFE 


Best of maintenance-free bungalow living 



CONTRIBUTED 


It’s that time of year again. Time to bundle 
up — or maybe just hunker down at home 
with some hot cocoa. In either case, it’s a great 
time to think about lifestyle options that will 
make for a little less shoveling and a little more 
relaxation. 

A beautifully designed, CHBA award-nom¬ 
inated home (for Best Multi-Family Townhome 
$350,000-$500,000) couldn’t hurt either. 

Give yourself more time to experience the 
important things in life, while still enjoying 
a sophisticated home you can be proud of— 
you’ve earned it. Triumph Bungalows could 
give you just what you’re looking for, offering 
maintenance-free bungalow living in a conven¬ 
ient South Ambleside community. 

As a part of Western Canada’s residential 
development giant Qualico, Triumph builder 
StreetSide developments has referenced over 60 
years of building experience in designing this 
signature line of sophisticated bungalows. This 
collection of homes has already seen incred¬ 
ible success with single-family developments 
in Windermere and Summerwood, Sherwood 
Park. 

“The single-family bungalows are gorgeous 
and they’ve proven incredibly livable. However, 
we’ve learned that something many of our 


bungalow clients are looking for is a specific¬ 
ally low-maintenance lifestyle,” says sales & 
marketing manager Barb Lee. “In order to focus 
their energies elsewhere- family, travel... you 
can accomplish a lot when you take exterior 
housework off the list.” 

It’s that keen attention to the wants and 
needs of mature Albertans that defines 
this truly “Triumphant” line of bungalows. 
Triumph has revisited bungalow living, 
maximizing style and catering to buyers’ 
desires. Luxurious master suites and spacious 
great rooms anchored by large kitchen islands 
are hallmarks of the Triumph line. Thought¬ 
ful basement development options create 
functional extra space for family, guests and 
lifestyle activities. Each Triumph project is 
architecturally themed with a distinct look and 
feel to coordinate with the surrounding neigh¬ 
bourhood, but the interior can be customized 
according to your sensibilities. 

“Finishes like granite in the kitchens, 
wrought iron railings, hardwoods and high 
ceilings are standard, but the colour selections 
are up to each owner’s preferences,” says Lee. 

The new maintenance-free Triumph Amble¬ 
side concept “is true to the high standards 
we’ve set with our single-family Triumph 


Bungalows,” says Lee. “The difference here is 
that all the landscaping, exterior maintenance, 
snow shoveling — that will all be taken care of 
for you.” 

That leaves you to relax amongst the me¬ 
ticulously landscaped grounds of your planned 
bungalow community. 

If you’re considering Triumph Bungalow 
maintenance-free living, then pay a visit to the 


show home at 7115 Armour Link, South Amble¬ 
side, Edmonton. 

Opening hours are Monday - Thursday, 3 
p.m. - 8 p.m., weekends and holidays 12 p.m. 

- 5 p.m. Alternately, if you are interested in 
viewing single-family Triumph Bungalows in 
Windermere or Sherwood Park, call Claudine 
at (780) 984-6768. To learn more and view the 
photo galleries, visit TriumphBungalows.com. 


bungalow condos starting at $464,950 | single-family bungalows starting at $549,950 triun 
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South Ambleside, Edmonton 
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BEST BAR NONE 


SPONSORED CONTENT 


MAKING THE CITY’S 
NIGHTLIFE SAFER 



Local bars, clubs 
working to improve 
safety and hospitality 

It seems like an unlikely partnership at first, 
but a growing number of Edmonton’s favourite 
bars, pubs and clubs are working collabora- 
tively with the Alberta Gaming and Liquor 
Commission (AGLC), the City of Edmonton and 
the Edmonton Police Service to raise the bar 
for patron safety and hospitality. 

“The public is asking far more of bars than 
in the past,” says Jesse Kupina, operating part¬ 
ner of both The Ranch Roadhouse and Central 
Social Hall. Both bars are accredited in the 
AGLC’s Best Bar None program. 

“It’s our job to meet that expectation. It 
can mean things like better food, cleaner 
bathrooms, better service, friendly security 
staff, better training for staff. And above all 


else is safety. People want to feel comfortable 
and secure. If a bar fails to live up to that 
expectation, they move on to the next place,” 
says Kupina. 

“Being accredited in Best Bar None allows 
us to identify as a business that values patron 
safety - which is a natural extension of better 
customer service.” 

The Best Bar None (BBN) program is a 
partnership between the city’s vibrant bar in¬ 
dustry and three of the main authorities that 
oversee these businesses. 

In order to participate in the program, Ed¬ 
monton bars first volunteer for Best Bar None 
accreditation. Applicants are then given a list 
of more than 100 industry best practices that 
improve staff and patron safety. 

Bars are assessed to determine if the estab¬ 
lishment meets the standard. The successful 
bars achieve Best Bar None accreditation 
status to show the public their commitment to 
patron safety and hospitality. 

In its sixth and current year, a record 67 


bars achieved Best Bar None accreditation. 

Bill Robinson, President and Chief Execu¬ 
tive Officer for the AGLC, appreciates the will¬ 
ingness of Edmonton’s venue operators to step 
up and take pride in their accreditation. “Dur¬ 


ing the past six years, we’re finding industry 
and partners are making a positive difference 
to help Edmonton’s nightspots be both safe 
and fun. At the end of the day, we all value one 
thing in common; we all want safer bars. ” 



BEST BAR NONE 


WE’VE GOT YOU COVERED! 


Choose a Best Bar None accredited venue when heading 
out tonight. Their focus on safety and customer service 
is your ticket to a great night. And with 67 venues in 
Edmonton, the choices are endless. 


CHEERS TO THE BARS WHO 
MAKEYOUR NIGHTOUTTHE 

BEST, BAR NONE! 
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SPORTS 


Jurgen Klopp's Liverpool topped their Europa League group after a 0-0 draw with FC Sion while Spurs also topped their group by beating Monaco 4-1 


GOLF 

Brooke’s 
goals for 
2016 


The wait is over... Aldo and 
McGregor ready for battle 



UFC featherweight champion Jose Aldo faces off with interim UFC featherweight champion 
Conor McGregor, right, during the final pre-fight news conference for UFC 194 at the MGM 
Grand Garden Arena in Las Vegas on Wednesday, las vegas sun via the associated press 


UFC 

No love lost as 
cocky Irishman 
insists he’ll beat 
proven champ 

Jose Aldo is the only feather¬ 
weight champion in UFC his¬ 
tory. The brilliant Brazilian 
star is widely considered the 
pound-for-pound best mixed 
martial artist in the world. He 
hasn’t lost a fight in 10 years. 

And yet in the casinos of Las 
Vegas, Aldo is a betting under¬ 
dog in the main event of UFC 
194 on Saturday night. 

Behold the power of Conor 
McGregor, the loquacious Irish 
challenger who has persuaded 
the world he can end 2015 by 
dethroning a king. 

“He is already beaten,” Mc¬ 
Gregor said. “I look in his eyes, 
and I see someone who knows 
his era is over. It’s a new era. It’s 
my era. I almost want to com¬ 
fort him. I want to say, ‘Don’t 
worry. It will all be over soon.’” 

A year of promotional hype 
and fan anticipation culmin¬ 
ates at the MGM Grand Garden 
Arena in the main event of the 
biggest show on a huge three- 
day weekend of UFC fights. 

Aldo (25-1) and McGregor 
(18-2) have traded innumerable 
insults and menacing glares 
during the buildup to this in- 
jury-delayed showdown. It’s 
finally time to find out whether 


McGregor can back up some of 
the most delicious bravado in 
recent sports histoiy. 

“I get in there, and I put on a 
show,” McGregor said. “I come 
to fight, and this fight will be 


a performance. I’m not just go¬ 
ing to beat Jose. I’m going to 
embarrass Jose in there. I don’t 
need to gather any more intel, 
any more research. It’s done. 
He has already lost.” 


While McGregor’s personal¬ 
ity is both magnetic and div¬ 
isive, Aldo is no wallflower 
himself, as evidenced by his 
testy relations with the UFC 
for the past few years. He has 
reacted with amusement and 
anger to McGregor’s provoca¬ 
tions while adding his own jabs, 
albeit without the inimitable 
showmanship of McGregor’s 
rants. 

“I’m going to hit him, and 
he’s going to sleep,” Aldo said 


through a translator. “I don’t 
really care how I win. I care 
about winning. Really the 
only difference is I always beat 
Americans, and this time I’m 
going to beat an Irishman.” 

Aldo could say little when he 
was injured in training shortly 
before he was originally sched¬ 
uled to meet McGregor in July, 
scrapping an elaborate promo¬ 
tional campaign and provid¬ 
ing more fodder for his chal¬ 
lenger. McGregor took on the 
highly regarded Chad Mendes 
instead, scoring a second-round 
stoppage and earning an in¬ 
terim belt. 

That honour didn’t satisfy 
McGregor, whose plans for 
world domination aren’t con¬ 
fined to one weight class or 
even one endeavour (“Holly¬ 
wood is screaming for me,” 
he said). 

McGregor has attracted 
global attention to the grateful 
UFC, which has heavily show¬ 
cased his magnetism and ver¬ 
bosity. He has become a fan 
favourite — particularly among 
his countrymen, who filled 
Vegas’ casinos with songs and 
revelry before and after his 
victoiy over Mendes. 

“I think it’s going to be 
an electric atmosphere,” Mc¬ 
Gregor said. “I feel the Brazil¬ 
ians will come out to support. 
They’re going to be swallowed 
by the Irish, though. It’s go¬ 
ing to be a green Christmas 
in Las Vegas, that’s for sure.” 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Golfer Brooke Henderson had 
two dreams come true this year: 
she became a member of the 
LPGA Tour and won her first 
tournament at that level. 

She’s setting her sights even 
higher in 2016. Henderson hopes 
to continue her ascent on the top 
women’s professional golf circuit 
and also lead Canada to the po¬ 
dium when the sport makes its 
return to the Olympic program 
next summer in Rio. 

“It’s an amazing opportun¬ 
ity that I have just to play in 
the Olympics and to play on the 
LPGA Tour. They’re both dreams 
that I’ve had since I was young.” 

Henderson, a former top- 
ranked amateur, showed this 
past season that she was the real 
deal. Her statement performance 
came in August at the Cambia 
Portland Classic, when she blew 
away the field with a whopping 
eight-stroke victoiy. 

Henderson was about three 
weeks shy of her 18th birthday 
at the time. She was granted im¬ 
mediate LPGA Tour membership 
by commissioner Mike Whan 
after the win. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 
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He is already beaten. I look in 
his eyes, and I see someone who 
knows his era is over. It's a new 
era. It's my era. 

Ireland's Conor McGregor on champ Jose Aldo 
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Vigneault closes 
in on game 1,000 


NHL 

Rangers coach 
says ‘sacrifice’ 
vital to success 

Alain Vigneault paused for a mo¬ 
ment when asked what advice 
he would give a younger version 
of himself — one who had yet 
spend a single game behind 
an NHL bench as a head coach. 

“You sacrifice a lot things on 
a personal level,” he said. “The 
balance people have in life be¬ 
tween their family lives and 
their work is really tested and 
put to the limit. I’ve never felt I 
worked a day in my life because 
I love the game. I was willing to 
make that sacrifice.” Vigneault 
will coach his 1,000th NHL game 
on Friday when his New York 


Rangers visit the Edmonton Oil¬ 
ers, a milestone he has reached 
despite a roller-coaster career. 

The Quebec City native was 
in his late 30s and leading the 
Montreal Canadiens in the 2000- 
01 season when he was blind¬ 
sided by an abrupt firing just 
over three years into his tenure. 

After a brief career as an 
NHL defenceman, 

Vigneault got his 
start coaching in 
the Quebec Ma¬ 
jor Junior Hock¬ 
ey League and 
as an assistant 
with the expan¬ 
sion Ottawa Sen¬ 
ators. He knew 
he would have to 
take a step back 
wards to get an¬ 
other crack at 


the big time after Montreal, so 
he signed on with the QMJHL’s 
PEI Rocket before the Vancou¬ 
ver Canucks hired him to coach 
their AHL affiliate. And when 
then-Canuclcs general manager 
Dave Nonis fired Marc Crawford 
in 2006, Vigneault was the man 
entrusted with the reigns. 

Vigneault — who has a re¬ 
cord of 538-349-112 as he pre¬ 
pares to become the 23rd 
NHL coach to reach 1,000 
games — then got hired by 
the Rangers, but got off to 
a slow start in New York. 
Vigneault stayed patient 
and led the Rangers to a 
Stanley Cup appearance 
in 2013-14 before losing 
out in the Eastern Con¬ 
ference final last sea¬ 
son. THE CANADIAN 
PRESS 



WORLD JUNIORS 

Goalie’s suspension 
creates competition 


0 SOCCER 

Platini learns fate soon 

Michel Platini will find out 
Friday morning if his 90- 
day FIFA ban will be tem¬ 
porarily lifted by the Court 
of Arbitration for Sport. 

CAS said Thursday it will 
publish its ruling at 10 a.m. 
Swiss time. 

Platini asked a CAS 
panel at a preliminary 
hearing on Tuesday to be 
allowed to work. 

The UEFA president is 
currently banned and his 



A mistake by Mackenzie Black¬ 
wood has opened up the com¬ 
petition for Canada’s No. 1 
goaltender at the world junior 
hockey championship. 

Blackwood was Canada’s pre¬ 
sumptive starter for the upcom¬ 
ing international tournament 
until he earned an eight-game 
suspension in the Ontario Hock¬ 
ey League on Tuesday after slash¬ 
ing an opponent in the shoulder. 
He’ll sit the first two games of 
the world juniors in Helsinki, 
leaving Mason McDonald to start 
for Canada against the United 
States and Denmark. 

“I’m just going to take it as it 
is,” said Blackwood on Thursday 
night after the first practice of 
Canada’s selection camp. “I’m 
missing the first two games but 


when I get a chance I’m going to 
make the most of it and hope¬ 
fully prove my worth then.” 
Canada’s original plan for 
the world 
juniors was 
to have Black¬ 
wood and Mc¬ 
Donald as the 
only goaltend- 
ers at selection 
camp, with 
Ryan Jankow¬ 
ski, the team’s 
director of 
player person¬ 
nel, saying on 
Dec. 1 that Canada planned to 
cut down to 22 players with 
13 forwards, seven defence- 
men and the pair of goalies. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 
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These meatloaves are great 
to make ahead and freeze 
— then you can pull out as 
many (or as few) as you need 
on any given night. 

Ready in 

Prep time: 60 minutes 

Serves 4 

Ingredients 

• 1 Tbsp olive oil 

• 1/3 cup onion, diced fine 

• 1/3 cup celery, diced fine 

• 1/3 cup carrot, diced fine 

• 1 tsp fennel seeds 

• 1/2 cup of rolled oats 

• 11/2 lb of ground turkey 

• 1/4 cup ketchup 
•legg 

• 1/4 cup Parmesan, grated 

• 2 Tbsp ketchup 

• 1 tsp Worcestershire sauce 

L _ _ _ _ . 


Directions 

1. Preheat the oven to 375 F. 

2. Warm up olive oil in a pan over 
medium heat. Add your vege¬ 
tables and the fennel seeds and 
allow them to soften, about 3 to 
5 minutes. Remove from the heat 
and allow to cool a bit. 

3. In a large mixing bowl, place 
meat, oats, ketchup, sauteed 
vegetables, cheese and a whisked 
egg. Mix it all together thoroughly 
— you want each bite to have a 
mix of all the elements. 

4. Using a 1/3 cup measure, scoon 
mixture and place each scoop 
into a cup of a muffin tin. In a 
small bowl, mix together 2 Tbsp 
of ketchup and 1 tsp of Worces¬ 
tershire sauce. Use a small spoon 
to smear this glaze over the top 
of your mini meatloaves. 

5. Bake for 40 minutes. The in¬ 
ternal temperature for meatloaf 
should be 160 to 165 F. 


FOR MORE MEAL IDEAS, VISIT 
SWEETPOTATOCHRONICLES.COM 

- _ _ _ _ J 


CROSSWORD Canada Across and Down BY KELLY ANN BUCHANAN 


ACROSS 

1. "Sleep that knits 
up the ravell'd _ of 
care..." - Macbeth, 

Act II, Scene 2 
7. Joan of _ 

10. Cried 

14. _pants 

15. _polloi 

16. Some: 2 wds. 

17. Mosaic com¬ 
ponents 

18. Ms. DeGen- 
eres, to pals 

19. Single-named 
rock bassist 

20. Bahamas 
capital 

21. Prized-players 
23. Alum 

25. 'Class' or 
'Luck' suffix 

26. Javas 

30. Ms. Field of mov¬ 
ies, to pals 

31. Financial deg. 

34. Precise 

35. Pedestal 

37. Western prov. 

38.1970s music 

39. Klutz 

40. Feigned cry of en¬ 
thusiasm: 2 wds. 

42. Want _ (News¬ 
paper section) 

43. Ms. Shriver 

45. Some space 
objects 

46. Ms. McEn- 
tire, briefly 

47. Hill-building 
insect 

48. Archived docu¬ 
ments 

50. Better Than _ 
(Rock band) 

52. Alberta vil¬ 
lage southeast 
of Calgary 



53. In a sincere 
manner 

56. "That's groovy 
with me.": 2 wds. 

61. Certain con¬ 
junctions 

62. Not 'neath 

63. Ms. Dion of 
song 

64. Leave in, in 


proofreading 

65. Ms. Lambert of 
country, to pals 

66. Some wading 
birds 

67. _ de combat 
(Out of action) 

68. Impatient 
shout! 

69. Computer clickety- 


click-clickers 

DOWN 

1. Rotate 

2. Moon goddess 

3. Building addi¬ 
tions 

4. Woeful word 

5. From Earth, one 
would take approxi¬ 


mately six to eight 
months: 3 wds. 

6. Make certain/ 
check 

7. Up in front 

8. Breadbasket bun 

9. Irish actor Mr. Mur¬ 
phy of new whale ad¬ 
venture "In the Heart 
of the Sea" (2015) 


10. Drifts through 
the air 

11. "Op.23, No.6, Pre¬ 
lude in _-_" by Rus¬ 

sian composer/pianist 
Rachmaninoff 

12. Equal 

13. Christmas poem 
opener... 

22. Newfoundland: 
Locale on Fogo Is¬ 
land for those who 
rarely-stop-over? 

24. Classify 

26. Aromatic tree 

27. Zinc _ (Skin irrita¬ 
tion cream) 

28. Michael who plays 
the Scottish lead in 
"Macbeth" (2015) 

29. US broadcast¬ 
ing regulator 

30. Journey amongst 
the lions 

32.1990: Ma¬ 
donna's _ Ambition 
World Tour 
33. Chasm 

36. _ Chi (Mar¬ 
tial Art) 

41. Owl's utterance 

44. "_of a Mur¬ 
der" (1959) starring 
James Stewart 

49. Draw out a re¬ 
sponse 

51. Piquancies 

52. Christmas¬ 
time resin 

53. Mixture 

54. Not duped: 

2 wds. 

55. "Star Wars" 

(1977) role 

57. Bit from a movie 

58. Van Gogh's Bank 
of the _ at Auvers 

59. Humdinger 

60. Fewer 


♦ IT'S ALL IN THE STARS by Sally Brompton 


Aries March 21 - April 20 
Everything should be going well for 
you now and today's new moon in 
your fellow Fire sign of Sagittarius 
will make life even more enjoyable. 

Taurus April 21 - May 21 
Today's new moon puts emphasis on 
finances, especially investments and 
property issues and anything of a 
monetary nature that involves other 
people. Lady Luck is smiling on you, 
so make some profitable moves. 

Gemini May 22 - June 21 
If you have fallen out with a part¬ 
ner, loved one or friend, or even a 
work colleague, this is the perfect 
day to get back on good terms with 
them. You may have to admit you 
were wrong but it will be worth it. 


Cancer June 22 - July 23 
It's unlikely you will be impressed 
by someone's aggressive attitude. 

Do not, however, try to confront 
them. They just got out of the 
wrong side of bed this morning. 

Si Leo July 24-Aug. 23 
Today's new moon urges you not 
to limit yourself in any way, shape 
or form. Creatively and profes¬ 
sionally you are at the top of your 
game, so be active, be ambi¬ 
tious and above all be assertive. 

Virgo Aug. 24 - Sept. 23 
Get tough with someone. If you don't 
do it now it will mean an even bigger 
showdown later on, so let them know 
where they are going wrong and 
what they can do to make it right. 


Libra Sept. 24 - Oct. 23 
Cosmic activity in the area of your 
chart that governs your ability to 
communicate makes it easy for you 
to win people over. Use that ability 
to get others to do the small stuff 
while you focus on the big picture. 

Scorpio Oct. 24 - Nov. 22 
If you get an offer that could bring 
you money you should take it. It will 
mean more work and you will have to 
sacrifice other things but if you turn 
it down you will kick yourself later. 

Sagittarius Nov. 23 - Dec. 21 
Look out for your own interests 
and do something for yourself for a 
change. Today's new moon in your 
sign promises great things will hap¬ 
pen. You deserve your success. 


Capricorn Dec. 22 - Jan. 20 
You may be tempted to give up on 
something today but the planets 
warn if you stop now you will regret 
it later in the month. Keep going. You 
are on the brink of a breakthrough. 

Aquarius Jan. 21 - Feb. 19 
This is a good time for friendships 
and group activities but don't spread 
yourself thin. Where your work and 
creative activities are concerned 
don't start anything new because 
what happens tomorrow will require 
all your attention and energy. 

Pisces Feb. 20 - March 20 
You may be ambitious but the plan¬ 
ets warn you won't be able to reach 
your goals alone. Look for people 
who can assist you and ask for help. 


CONCEPTIS SUDOKU by Dave Green 



GET AHEAD OF THE CROWD 
YOUR CAREER TRAINING 
STARTS NOW! 


BUSINESS, HEALTHCARE, IT, 
LEGAL, HOSPITALITY AND MORE! 

DOWNTOWN (780)424-1144 WEST (780) 496-9428 
SOUTH (780) 433-7284 



Academy 

^LEARNING 7 

CAREER COLLEGE 


www. academyoffear nin g. ab. ca 




























































































































TAKE ADVANTAGE OF OUR RX LAUNCH SPECIAL 

OFFER VALID EXCLUSIVELY AT LEXUS OF EDMONTON 



ALL-NEW 


2016 RX 


Now Here! 


Starting from $53,950* 


★ ★★★★ 

5 STAR 

REVIEW 


READ OUR GOOGLE REVIEWS ONLINE TO SEE WHY LEXUS OF 
EDMONTON IS THE TOP RATED DEALERSHIP IN CANADA 


THE LEXUS OF EDMONTON VIP EXPERIENCE 

Winner of the Pursuit of Excellence award for 
customer service 

First class business loft and luxury spa 

No stress service appointments with complimentary 
courtesy vehicle, chauffeur service or valet pick-up 




THE PURSUIT OF PERFECTION. 


VIP SERVICE 





Alberta Motor Vehicle 
Industry Council 



* Freight/PDI, block heater and applicable taxes not included. See Lexus of Edmonton for details. 


WWW.LEXUSOFEDMONTON.CA 


CONVENIENTLY LOCATED ON 170 ST 


780-466-8300 












CONNECT 

&WIN 


mi mm DEC 4* JAN 4- \ f*>* $ 1 f¥¥) 

WIN1 i -‘WOOO 

OF Qf) VEHICLES vmimm'mm*-,,*' 

1/1/ MiMovrtuu* 1 munrm\mmtnmm*iT 


Vtsrr SHERWOOD PARK CHEVROLET TO PLAYf 




2015 

SILVERADO 
1500LTZ 
CREW CAB 
4X4 


CALL 780-41 6-2438 SHERWOOD PARK 

m “ m CHEVROLET , 


WWW.SherWOOdparkChev.com 500 Premier Way, Sherwood Park 

ft* Stock 4 12M91 MSRP vl MMO Sailing prica of 99912 00 Pin GST AN i aba to. to doe lor, b.sad on ■ Ca.h Salt. Total dwcount of 10066 00 


U!H;IV 


BUICK 


EVERYONE'S A WINNER 

WW » HMIHUM CUD CUttUT 0* tl DOC 

!5S 1Q000 tSSm- 


WIN 1 OF 30 

VEHICLES SSS 


2015 

SIERRA 2500 
DOUBLE CAB 



$233b/w 


call 780-464-51 23 SHERW OOD 

www.sherw00dbuickgmc.com lOAutomall Road, Sherwood Park BUICK GMC 

Vifhintai* may nut ba nvartly at dustmtnri AM vaforUn wwd evadahta at tima rt! prinhrQ Arivmtitml prir «>n and inlimitt rain* tabjncl to ctuuign withnuf imtTkh All advwtitari picirt and paynwr.1t Victoria GST 

Now 2015 7016 modal yaar. band on 96 month. Q 4 99% os S» r 58V9819 2015 Butch Vrono oo*n 9 prico S31200 hmacod ovor 16 month. C 4 99% bi wooUy payment $124. C O B $4589.91 Bt waokly payment, aro baiad ***** tZZtt- 

on 2S paymantt par calendar yaar Paymantt ara baud on SO dewn paymant 0 A C >1 
























































